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Louisiana Court< 
Refuses Review 
In Walker Suit 


NEW ORLEANS (UPI)-The 
Louisiana Supreme Court refused 
yesterday to review a lower court 
decision directing a Caddo Par- 
ish district court to try a $3 mil- 
lion libel suit brought by former 
Mai. Gen. Edwin A. Walker. 

Walkers suit is against the 
Times. Picayune Publishing Corp. 
of New Orleans and the Associated 
Press. 

The Caddo District Court had re- 


fused jurisdiction on grounds it 
was not the proper tribunal to hear 
♦he case. 

But the Louisiana 42nd Grcuit 
Court of Appeals ordered the par- 
ish court to try the case. 

Walker filed the suit in connec- 
tion with reports of his activities 
on the University of Mississippi 
carrius when Negro James H, 
Meridilh was admitted, lo f h e 
school under federal court older 
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Student Testifies 
At AP Libel Trial 

Sweat Says He Didn't See 
Gen. Walker Lead 'Charge' 

af ay. 


*This testimony by Sweat came 
in answer to questions by Walker’s 


FORT WORTH (AP)-Lawyers 
for former Maj. Gen. Edwin A. 

Walker presented their first wit- 
ness today in support of his $2 lawyers. 

million libel suit against The As- A jury of four women and 
sociated Press. eight men was selected Mon- 

Richard H. Sweat 30. a pre-law' day. clearing the way for pre- 


student at the University of Mis- 
sissippi, testified that he saw 
Walker on the Ole Miss campus 
during the Sept. 30. 1962, riots. 

But he said he did not see Walk- 
er lead any charge of students 
against federal marshals. 

Sweat said that when Walker 
first appeared on the campus, 
near a Confederate monument and 


sentation 
plaintiff, 
ai 


of 

All 


evidence by the 
12 jurors must 


to any verdict returned lie 
Stlte District Court Judge 
lies J. Murray in the cKil 

The Associated Press, as de- 
fendant, will present its evi- 
dence after the plaintiff. 

Walker. 54, contends Asso- 


across a driveway circle from the dated Press stories falsely ac- 
buildings surrounded by marshals, cused him of leading a charge 
a !j:ry went up: “Gen. Walker is during the 1962 dvil rights riot 
h<re! We’ve got a leader! M at the University of Mississippi, 

\ WALKER SILENT < in Oxford. Miss. Walker’s chief 
He said, however, that Walter attorney, Clyde Watts, Okla* 


“mostly would not say anythirfe’ 
when students asked him w hatfeo 
do. 

Sweat said Walker once walked 
slowly toward groups of students 
charging the marshals hut turned 
and moved back toward the Con- 
federate monument without taking 
any active part. 

He said Walker talked with the 
students for awhile, then made a 
brief speech at the base of the 
monument. 

“As I remember, he said some- 
thing about 'You have a right to 
protest— it is guaranteed by the 
Constitution, but this is not the 
way— this is the long way around.’ 
and he also said something about 
'Cuba is yonder way/ ” Sweat 
testified. 


SOME BOOS. JEER. 

Sweat told the jury there were Walkers actions at 
some boos and jeers when Walk- were am * are ^ act 
er stepped down after the speech 
and most" of the crowd 


homa City, said in his opening 
statement that Walker did not 
lead any charge, and did nottfas- 
sume command of the riot 
crowd. 

“We are not trying a scfcre- 

siion or integration case,” said 
J.l A. Gooch, Associated Press 
attorney, in his opening state- 
ment. “We are trying the case 
of an individual trying to defy 
the courts and laws of this 
land.’* 

The Associated Press answer 
to Walker’s suit says assessment 
of any damages would be “a re- 
straint on the freedom of press” 
as guaranteed by the U.S. and 
Texas constitutions. 

Gooch said the defense evi- 
dence would prove that Asso- 
ciated Press stories concemfig 
Oxfqvil 
hd 
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Walker Likely to Testify 
In Libel Suit Against AP 


West Texas Bureau of The News 

FORT WORTH. Texas— Former 
Maj. Gen. Edwin A. Walker will 
likely testify during the trial of 
his $2,000,000 libel suit against the 
Associated Press, his attorneys 
said Monday as the proceedings 
opened in 17th District Court here. 

Walkers attorney, Clyde Watts 
of Oklahoma City, said the retired 
Army general will testify near 
the trial's end. 

Dist. Judge Charles J. Murray 
estimated the trial will last from 
one to two weeks. 

A jury of four women and eight 
men was selected Monday and 
testimony got under way about 
3:30 p.m. 

Walker, through his attorney, 
denied allegations in stories dis- 
patched by the Associated Press 
during the student riots at the 
University of Mississippi, Oct. 1-2, 
19®. The trouble arose in connec- 
tion with the enrollment ol a 
N4xo. James Meredith, as a Tru- 
dent there. | 

Walker was arrested and 


charged with inciting insurrection 
and unrest, but the charges were 
later dismissed. 

Walker, 55. who is now living 
in Dallas, sat quietly at his coun- 
sel table and studied each juror 
during questioning. 

The wire service is being rep- 
resented by three Fort Worth at- 
torneys— J . A. (Tiny) Gooc i, 
Sloan Blair and Carlisle Cravens. 
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Testify in 
Suit Today 


By JACK MOSELEY 

Former Maj. Gen. Edwin Walker was expected to mount 
the witness stand today and explain his action during the Ole 
Miss University riots in 1962 to a jury. 

Clyde Watts, attorney for the ex-Army commander who 
is asking $2 million in damages because of an Associated 
Press news story, said he expects the former general to tell 
his side either late morning or in the early afternoon. 

As the former general’s case moved toward a climax, an 
attorney connected with the AP side indicated defense tes- 
timony may run for two weeks. 


UP TO NOW, General Walker has refused to discuss his 
actions at Oxford, Miss., with newsmen. He has sat quietly, 
allowing a smile to cross his lips from time to time. 


Yesterday, AP Atty. J. A. Gooch ripped Into one of the 
Walker key witnesses, noting sharp contrasts between his 
testimony on the witness stand and statements he made last 


March. 

Talmadge Witt, a Mississippi deputy sheriff sent to Ox- 
ford during the integration of James Meredith, told Mr. 
Gooch and the jury that he wanted to back down on some of 
his earlier testimony. 

)EPUTY WITT SAID he misunderstood a question ask- 
ii March by AP attorneys who took a deposition from 
The question concerned how many students and riot- 
tyere around General Walker when the general advanced 
d the U. S. marshals. 

Irt the courtroom, he declared the group was small. In 
his statement, he said about 1000 people. He explained he 
was talking about the total number of people in the general 
ares^khfin he made his March statement, however. ^ 
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his testimony, the lawman said the students did- 
‘a good jbb” in fighting the marshals. He noted that he 
counted 16 burned cars on the campus the night of Sept. 30, 
1962. 

In tHe three statements, including his testimony from 
the witness stand, Deputy Witt attributed these remarks to 
General Walker on the night of the riots: 

“GOOD, GOOD, keep It up,” during the rioting. 

“Yo/i make me ashamed that I’m an Episcopalian,*’ when 
a clergyman pleaded with the general to stop the rioting, 
saying The students would listen to him (Walker). 

“I lam here to watch what happens. I’m not Interested 
in stopping it.” 

“Help is on its way. Thousands are coming.” 

Deputy Witt said the full crowd never followed the gen- 
eral./ He said he observed the general for some five hours 
after/ he arrived on the university campus. 

le told jurors that the general finished his talk, made 
at ^ Confederate monument, and later said: “Keep protest- 
ing and see if we can get closer.” 

THE DEPUTY SAID General Walker never threw any 
object at the marshals. However, he declared that some 
dem6nstrators ran ahead of the general and threw things 
before the federal officers repelled them with a fresh wave 
of tear gas. 

Earlier, two Ole Miss students told the court that Gen- 
eral Walker drew boos and lost the crowd when he told riot- 
ers that they had a right to protest, but that this was not the 
proper way. 

Although the students and the deputy declared that the 
general refused to lead the rioters, Judge Murray said he 
would not permit witnesses to state whether or not he led 
a charge against marshals. He said that is for the jury to 
decide. 

This trial is the first of eight libel suits filed by General 
Walker as an outgrowth of the Ole Miss riots. The general 
is seeking about $20 million in damages. 
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Witness Denies 
Violence Urged 


Former Maj. Gen. Edwin A. 
Walker told University of Mis- 
sissippi students during campus 
rioting on Sept. 30. 1962, that 
violence was unnecessary and 
urged students to support their 
governor, a 17th District Court 
jury w'as told Wednesday. 

The testimony was supplied 
the all-w'hite jury of eight men 
and four women by Louis 
Lemon, 25-year - old engineer 
reared in Crosby. Texas, and 
employed in Mississippi. 

Lemon was the second witness 
to take the stand Wednesday in 
the $2 million libel suit Walker 
has brought against the As- 
sociated Press as a result of 
the AP accounts of Walker’s ac- 
tivities at Ole Miss when Negro 
James Meredith was enrolled. 

Lemon said he was with Wal- 
ker for several hours before Wal- 
ker went to the campus, ac- 
companied the former general 
to the university and remained 
vjlh him from 8:45 p. m. Sept. 
30j until 1:30 or 2 a. m. Oct. L 
Hfc testified that Walker told stu- 
dents: 

"‘There’s no need for violence. 
Violence is not the answer." 

Walker, Lemon continued, 
urged the students, who had 
asked Walker to address them, 
to "Stand by your governor 
(Boss Barnett). "Your gover- 
nor has not sold you out." 

Lemon explained that talk had 
circulated among students that 
Governor Barnett had "sold 
them out." 

The witness testified that he 
went to Oxford, home of Ole 
Miss, because, "I didn’t feel the 
federal government should send 
troops into Mississippi." 

Lemon added that he did not 
believe what he had seen in the 
newspapers about happenings 
there and "wanted to see for my- 
self" what was going on. 

Lemon knew Walker, he said, 
Vmie W alker’s mother tn ni Ln - m- 


on’s grandmother were reared 
together in San Antonio. Lemon 
said he once had met Walker in 
Baytown. 

Lemon told the jiry of tele- 
phone conversations be had with 
Walker about driving to Jack- 
son, Miss., on Sept. 29 to meet 
Walker, about press conferences 
Walker participated in and 
about how he and Walker went 
to the campus Sept. 30 after 
hearing reports that a disturb- 
ance had broken out. 

In a Sept. 29 news conference, 
Lemon said, Walker commented, 
"Any violence and bloodshed 
will be initiated by and on the 
hands of the federal govern- 
ment." 

Attorney J. A. (Tiny) Gooch 
asked Lemon on cross-examina- 
tion if some students recognized 
Walker and said, "Here is our 
leader." 

Lemon replied. "A lot of them 
wanted him to lead them, that’s 
for sure." 

But, as in the case of other 
witnesses who testified. Lemon 
was not permitted to say wheth- 
er Walker led a charge, since 
Judge Charles Murray has ruled 
this is a conclusion for the jury 
to reach. 

Attorney Clyde Watts of Okla- 
homa City, one of Walker’s law- 
yers, said he planned to put 
Walker on the witness stand 
later Wednesday and predicted 
he will complete his side of the 
case Friday. *» L 
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Judge Bars Student's Testimony 
On Walker Leading Campus Charge 


BY ROGER SUMMERS 
Judge Charles Murray of 17th 
District Court refused Tuesday 
o let a 20-year-old University of 
Mississippi student testify wbeth- 
former Maj. Gen. Edwin A. 
Valker Jed a charge on the uni- 
jersity campus. 

The witness was Richard H. 
Sweat of Corinth, Miss., a pre- 
law major at the Oxford campus. 

He was the first witness called 
by Attorney Clyde Watts of Okla- 
homa City as the plaintiff opener! 
his $2 million libel suit against 
the Associated Press. 

The suit was filed by Walker 
as a result of Associated Press 
accounts of Walker’s activities 
during rioting on the Ole Miss 
campus in the fall of 1962 when 
Negro James Meredith was en- 
rolled. 

Objection Sustained 
Walker contends that the ac 
counts in question were false* 
and malicious. 

When Watts asked Sweat if he 
saw Walker lead a charge, an at- 
torney for the AP. J. A. tTinyi 
Gooch, objected and Murray sus- 
tained it. meaning Sweat could 
not answer. 

During a recess. Murray said 
the question called for a conclu- 
sion which is a matter for the 
all-white jury of four women and 
eight men to determine. 

But at one point in his testi- 
mony. Sweat testified that his 
first impression of Walker was 
that he was a leader. 

But. Sweat added. “I found out 
that General Walker wouldn't 
lead it <a charge).** 

‘Lines of Marshals* 

Sweat said he returned to the 
campus on the afternoon of Sept. : 
30. 1962, and learned the campus 
had been occupied by U. S I 
marshals 

He said he went to the Lyceum 
Building — which he called “a 
very special place" on the cam- 
pus — and saw lines of marshals 
in the front and back of tfo? 


Sweat s aid the sfi*S*£££* 
came angry because the mar- 
shals were there. 

He also told of the marshals* 
firing tear gas at the students 
and related that the students 
ran to a Confederate statue on 
the campus. 

"We milled around. We didn’t 
know what was happening.** the 
witness told the jury. 

‘Ready to Fight* 

Watts asked whom the stu- 
dents looked to for instructions. 

Sweat replied, "They didn’t 
look to anyone." 

After a second volley of tear 
gas was fired, Sweat said the 
students were ready to fight and 
picked up some bricks and bot- 
ty?s. 

Sweat said he first saw Walker 
tiie night of Sept. 30 standing 
about 20 feet from the Confed- 
erate monument. 

Watts wanted to know what 
happened when students saw 
Walker and Sweat answered. 
7The cry went up. ‘General 
Walker’s here. General Walker’s 
here. We’ve got a leader.’ ** 
Sweat said the cry came right 
after some students had beaien 
i4p a university chemistry pro- 
fessor who was writing down 
nhmes of students. 

Speech by Walker 
Sweat said students asked 
Wfclker to give them advice but 
that Walker only shook is head. 

jT^ater, Sweat said (he students 
a^ked, “General, what should 
w*j do?’* 

y he general wouldn’t say 
anything.” Sweat said. 

S ,voat said Walker finally 
ma Je a speech on the Confed- 
era le statue and told the Slu- 
der ts. “You have a right to pro* 
tes . . . this is not the way. 
It .4 the long way around " 

Alter ward. Sweat said, Walk- 
er pepped down from the statue 
and the crowd left. 

Watts opened his case by read- 
ing to the jury a story written 
bl L Asso ciated Press " 
VarPSaTTT?. 


| story, which^arrisd, 

I an Oct 3 date, said: 

"Walker assumed command 
of the crowd, which I estimated 
at 1.000, but was delayed for 
several minutes when a neatly 
dressed, portly man of about 45 
approached the group ” 

‘Complete Command' 
Saveli’s story also included 
these dbservat ions : 

"General, will you lead us to 
the steps?'* an unidentified man 
asked. 1 observed Walker as 
he loosened his tie and shirt 
and nodded ‘Yes’ without speak- 
ing. He then conferred with a 
group of about 15 persons who 
appeared to be the riot lenders.” 
At another point in his story, 
Saveli W r o t e. “There wera 
chee r s, l it was apparent tha 

l Walker Jiad complete commas 
over the group.” 

In other testimony Watts read 
a deposition taken fn>m B. R. 
Thomas, an Associated Press 
newsman who works in Jack- 
son. Miss. 

In the deposition. Thomas 
slated that on Sept, 2U he com- 
municated by telephone With Sa- 
veli, other reporters, some Ole 
Miss students, photographers 
and others who were on the 
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Jury Told Walker Moved Toward Marshals 


A statement introduced 
Tuesday in former Maj. Gen. 
Edwin A. Walker’s $2 million 
lr-bel suit against Associated 
Press said Walker moved to- 
ward U. S. marshals on tha 
University of Mississippi 
campus with 1,000 persons fol- 
lowing him. 

The statement was made by 
a Mississippi deputy sheriff, 
Talmadge Witt, and intro- 
duced into evidence in 17th 
District Court. 

Attorney J. A- (Tiny) Gooch, 
defending the wire service, of- 
fered the statement in an at- 
tempt to impeach Witt as a 
witness after the deputy re- 
peatedly tried to alter from 
the stand a deposition he had 
given earlier. 

• * » 

IN THE STATEMENT, Witt 
said Walker addressed Ole 
Miss students from a Confed- 
erate monument on the uni- 
versity campus Sept. 30, 1962, 
the date of rioting over en- 
rollment of Negro James 
Meredith. 

“He (Walker) then started 
toward the marshals and the 
crowd, of at least 1,000 by 
that time, followed him,” Witt 
declared in the statement. 

Walker contends he was li- 
beled by an Associated Press 
news report that he led a 
charge against U. S. marshals. 

The marshals at the time 
had encircled the Lyceum, a 
university building at the west 
end of a large circle. The 
monument is on the east end 
of the circle and a flag pole 
stands in the center of the 
circle. 

Witt testified that Walker 
had approached him and asked 
to be deputized. 

“I’d just like to be safe to 
observe here,” Witt quoted 
Wailker as saying. The deputy 
said he told the former gen- 
eral that he had no authority 
1 to dep utize him. 


T" PREACHER triertr-^s— 
Walker to help calm the mob, 
Witt testified, saying. “Gen- 
eral, these boys will listen to 
you,” and urging Walker to 
tell the students and others to 
go home. 

Witt said Walker replied, 
“I’m not here to break it up. 
I didn’t come here to break 
it up. I couldn’t break it up 
if I wanted to.” 

As Walker strode toward the 
monument, Witt testified, the 
ex-soldier turned to the preach- 
er and asked his denomina- 
tion. 


fo>i 

I 


After the minister ansv 
iscopaiian, Witt said Walker 
mapped, “Well, you make 


Pe ashamed that I’m an 
copal ian.” 

Once the 55-year-old Walk- 
er was on the monument. Witt 
claimed he said, “Violence is 
the answer. Cuba is yonder 
way.” 


The deputy said a cry from 
the crowd went up, “if he’s 
not going to help us why is he 
here?” 


In the deposition. Witt said 
Walker urged students to con- 
tinue their protests. 

* # * 

“PROTEST ALL you want,” 
Witt quoted Walker. “T hey 
•the marshals) might run out 
of i tear) gas. Help is on the 
way. Thousands are coming.” 

Witt claimed he had mis- 
understood a question when 
he had answered during the 
taking of a deposition that 
the crowd with Walker was a 
violent mob. 

He maintained he meant that 
the 1.000 persons was the num- 
ber in the entire area, not 
just those around Walker. 

Witt was the third witness in 
the case. 

Earlier Tuesday, two Ole 
Miss students took the stand. 

The first, Richard H. Sweat, 
20, said crowds had become 
excited when Walker appeared 
"-T md^ri^d, “Ge neral ^ allicr^ 


here. We’ve got a leader.” 


Both Sweat and the second 
student, 21-year-old Cecil Cox 
Jr., said the crowd became 
disenchanted with the former 
soldier because he declined to 
lead them. 


Judge Charles J. Murray re- 
fuses to allow either student, 
to t< stify as to whether Walk] 

er le}l a charge against the 
marsnaLs. 
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Witness Recount 
Walker's Remark 

Ex-General Said Federal Forces 
Would Start It, If Trouble Came 


FORT WORTH (AP)-A friend 
of Edwin A. Walker testified today 
that the former Army major gen- 
eral said before the 1962 Univer- 
sity of Mississippi student riot 
that any violence or bloodshed 
would be initialed by the federal 
government. 

Louis Len an. 25, Crosby. Tex., 
mechanical engineer, appeared 
for Walker in the third day of 
teial of Wal ier‘s $2 million dvil 
libel suit as dnst The Associated 

J Leman, who said he first be- 
came associated with Walker 
when Walker ran unsuccessfully 
for Texas governor, said he went 
to Oxford, Miss., three days before 
the night-long rioting Sept. 30, 
1962. The riot followed admission 
of Negro student James H. Mere- 
dith to the university'. 

Leman ^id he telephoned 
Walker seJeral times, telling him 
what Lemin considered the senti- 
ment of students at Ole Miss. He 
said he t6ld Walker the students 
were backing Gov. Ross Barnett's 
defiance of federal court orders 
instead < f agreeing with the fed- 
eral coul, as Leman said l 
newspapers reported. 

ie met Walker in Jacks 
on Sept. 29. Leman sai] 
and drove the general to a ne^ 


conference at a motel. He said 
he remembered distinctly Walker 
saying: ' As far as I am any way 
concerned and from what 1 see 
in Missi; sippi, any violence and 
bloodshed in Mississippi will be 
initiated by and on the hands of 
the fedeibl government.” 

After the news conference, 
Leman said he drove Walker to 
Oxfoid and stayed with him at 
a motel where they registered 
under Leman’s true name but 
listing Walker as “John Waters. * 
Leman said he was with Walker 
almost constantly Sunday and 
through that night's riot. 

He said Walker took no active 
part in the rioting and at lio 
time was Walker in any position 
in front of the rioting studejts 
and federal marshals. 
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Walker 

Incorrectly 

Quoted 

A statement introduced into 
evidence Tuesday in 17th Dis- 
trict Court in a libel suit 
brought by former Maj. Gen. 
Edwin A. Walker was incor- 
rectly quoted in Wednesday’s 
Morning Star-Telegram. 

The statement, made in a 
deposition by Talmadge Witt, 
a Mississippi deputy sheriff, 
quoted remarks Witt said 
Walker made to a crowd on 
the campus of the University 
of Mississippi during rioting 
there. 

The correct quotes at- 
tributed to Walker should have 
read, "Violence is NOT the 
answer.” 

The word “not” was inad- 
vertently omitted from the 
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ON WALKER 

Texas Association 
Lauds AMA Probe 
Of Circumstances 

The Texas Medical Asso- 
ciation’s house of delegates 
Monday had voted to com- 
mend the American Medi- 
cal Association for its cur 
rent investigation of the 
hospitalization of former 
Maj. Gen. Edwin A. Wal- 
ker 

1 Delegates asked that the AM i 
ntinue its investigation and the t 
}li results be published in til * 
MA Journal. 


The resolution was introduced 

| >y the Navarro County Medici 
[ociety’s delegation. It was alterci 
o cite the present investigatioij 
rather than call for a new probe 
as the resolution originally read. 

The AMA is currently studying 
whether Walker was forcefully 
hospitalized without proper exami- 
nation following the former Army 
general's activities in the Oxford. 
Miss., integration riots last year. 

Delegates sidestepped the issue 
of fluoridation of public water to 
prevent dental caries, i n s t e ai 
fcssing a resolution which sai 1 
tiey did not engage in approvd , 
endorsement or guarantee of eitl • 
ff fluoridated or unlluoiidated wa- 
ter. 

In other action the house voted: 
• To endorse programs warn- 
ing the public, particularly 
young people, of heallh dangers 
from smoking. 

• To establish a committee 
which would study and recom- 
mend wav's to pi'ovent atliletic in- 
juries and illnesses. 

' # To endorse equipping of auto- 
rrobiles with scat belts. 

• To endorse the continued 
os Sabin oral polio vaccine 
community vaccine programs. 


ui to- 

4 
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By Walken, Billy Hargis 


and evangelist Billy James 
Hargis will make another “Mid- 
night Ride” speaking tour of nine 
cities this month. 

Announcement of the tour was 
made in Mr. Hargis’ monthly 
newsletter and confirmed by the 
general in Dallas. 

Mr. Hargis said in the letter 
that the tour was prompted by a 
shot fired at Gen. Walker’s home 
here last April 10. _ 

the news ever reached 


ke| < 


the public, Gen. WalkeJ called me 
and said, ‘Billy, let's make an- 
other tour immediately.’ ” Hargis 
was quoted as saying. 

The tour will s tart i n Salt Lake 
City on May 15 and end in New 
Orleans on May 28. Mr. Hargis 
and Gen. Walker only - mm rii nrr t h 


completed a 23-city tour that 
gan in February*. 
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Austin Hallv Draw 
Below Predictions 


By RICHARD M. MOREHEAD 
Austin Bureau of The News 

AUSTIN, Texas— Sweltering civ< 
i! rights demonstrators, turning 
out in less-than-predicted num 
bers. paraded past the state Cap- 
itol and heaped criticism on Gov. 
John Connally Wednesday. 

About 500 Negroes— mostly te 
agirs — and about 50 whit 
m Ached past the Capitol on th 
w*A from Rosewood Park, in t 
Negro section, to a rally in Wool 
dridge Park. They made no ef- 
fort to enter the Capitol grounds. 

Originally the marchers had 
planned to present a petition 
Connally. But W. J. Durham, 

In attorney and leader in the N 
tiinal Association for the Advan 
njent of Colored People, told a 


cheering crowd that “I didn't 
want to see the governor. I want- 
ed the governor to see us go by.*' 

Connally worked at his office 
while the civil rights program was 
in progress. An aide said the gov- 
ernor was "glad there was no se- 
rious incident during the demon- 
strations, " and added that ConnA 
ly would have no further commelt 
at this time. 

A smiling spectator on the Capi- 
tol sidewalk was former Maj. 
Gen. Edwin A. Walker of Dallas, 
who last year drew criticism for 
his appearance at Oxford, Miss., 
in an effort to bar integration of 
the state university there. Walker 
said he was in Austin just as an 
observer. 

If that's all the supporters 
K( nnedy has here, he’s sifrc 
flc pped,” the shirt-sleeved Walker 
conmented as the civil righ 
marchers passed. 
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fiAayot Asks 
City Reject 
HateG 


By KEITH SHELTON 
* Political Writer 
Mayor Earle Cabell Saturday 
challenged Dallas to repudiate the 
radicals who abused Adlai Steven- 
son Thursday night just as the 
Ku Klux Klan was repudiated in 
the early 1920s. 

Calling on the city to redeem 
itself when President Kennedy 
visits next month, the mayor said 
he was appealing to the responsi- 
ble) thinking citizens of Dallas do 


roups 

1 REGRETS STILL COMING j 

Statements of regret continued 
to be Issued by Dallas spokesmen 
Saturday. Efforts to determine the 
guiding hand, if any, behind the 
demonstration in which the U.N. 
ambassador was hit and spat on 
were fruitless. 

Two of those identified in the 
disorder, Frank IMcGeh ee and 
Bobby Joiner, both denied there 
was any preplanning, to their 
knowledge. Mr. Joiner did say 
heli restore sanity to the city. solie of the signs used 
frhe constructive thinker « stored at former Maj. Gen. 
civflc builder, although in the ni- Aj W alker s headqua rters 
jority, has become engrossed in Creek Boulevard : 
his own affairs and has permit- Jack Goren, president of the 
ted a small hut highly vocal mi- Dallas U N * Association which 
nority to project the image of our spdhsored Mr. Stevenson s viit, 
city to the world at large/' wlrtd regrets to both the ambais* 
Mayor Cabell said. a lei and President Kennedy. 1 

DANGER TO CITY "may I assure you that not omy 

"If this image is permitted to i s the banner of the U.N. higher 
go unchallenged, then the efforts thai ever, but out of this dis- 
and accomplishments of our fore- grateful episode the cause (4 

ocracy and freedom <if 
ight and expression will buijp 
more brightly than ever in Dallas, 
in Texas and the United States," 
his wire to Mr. Stevenson said in 
part. 

He wired the President, in part, 
“May I assure you that the re- 
sponsible intelligent and proud 



bears will be voided. 

Mayor Cabell said the presiden- 
cy is the world’s highest office 
dhd the man u'ho holds it shofild 
hi accorded the highest possi! 
r|spect. 

*“But good behavior Is n »?t 
enough,” he said. "This cancer on 
the body politic must be i-e- 
moved.” 

In the early 1920s, Dallas was 
the Southwest hate capital of 
Dixie, he said. 

"But men and w'omen of good 
will -were ashamed. They saw 



of Dallas and Texas dtp 
this minority mob-grout 
repudiate completely thi 
fringe.” 


%»••* /.m 


their shame turn to courage. 


stood against this whirlwift d 
hate, repudiated it and saw! it 
and die. What has been dote 
can and must be dJhe 
again/* 


* 


•i > 


(Indicate paqe, name ot 
newspaper, city and state.) 


_|_HThe Dallas 
Times-Herald" 
Dallas, Texas 


Date: ) 0 - 2.7 - ^3 

Edition: 

Author: 

Ed " or Felix R. McKnight 

Title: 


Character: 



CITY'S LEADERS BLAMED 

Ulan L. Maley, secretary-trea h 
ur »r of the AFL-CIO Cound l, 
smd in a statement that tl e 
“hoodlums and psychos” who at- 
tacked Mr. Stevenson believed 
they had the blessing and protec- 
tion of Dallas leaders who en- 
couraged the citizenry to believe 
that the greatest enemy was in 
Washington rather than Moscow.” 
He said the Dallas leadership 
should “leash the creature they 
have created.” If they are unwill- 
ing or unable to guarantee Presi- 
dent Kennedy's safety, Mr. Maley 
said, he urges that the President 
bypass Dallas. 

Newspapers around the nation 
gave prominent attention to tie 
Dallas disorder. The New Yo^k 
Times carried a story on Pagejl 
oLits Saturday editions headlined, 
“I)allas Leaders Apologize to Ste- 
ve nson for ‘Outrage.’ ” 
i!Hiicago’s American carried a 
front-page picture and a one-col- 
umn headline that read, “Blame 
Jeers on Dallas Birch Group.” 
‘DISGRACED’ CITY 
The Arkansas Gazette in Little 
Rook published a Page 1 story 
with a three-column headline at 
the top of the page reading, 
“ ‘Disgraced’ City Apologizes.” 
Mayor Cabell’s statement said 
those who did the harrassing of 
Ambassador Stevenson were not 
conservatives, but radicals. 

“Let us look these so-called pa- 
triots in the face, see who they 
isjre, what they have done and 
where they are leading us. Ttay 
say they stand for America, i rr 
ljw and order, for constitutional 
government. But do they? I 


“These are the people who 
wojild w r reck a train and endan- 
ger all its passengers because 
the y do not like the color of o le 
cosch,” he said. i , 

“These are the people who beat 
their school boards over the heads 
with minor phrases from school 
books, who see Communists be- 
hind every artist’s brush, who 
write letters to the editor and fol- 
low with even more bitter letters 
when their first are edited to fit 
the demands of good taste.” 

LBJ INCIDENT RECALLED 
Mayor Cabell said it was this 
“same level of thinking” that 
caused deep embarrassment to 
the city when Vice President Lyn- 
don Johnson and his wife were 
mobbed at the Adolphus Hotel 
in 1960. 

“It is this same group that pro- 
tests violence by students before 
the House Un-American Activites 
Committee in San Francisco and 
yet incited an even more embar- 
rassing exhibition in our city,” he 
said. 

The same group displayed emo- 
tional concern for city garbage 
workers and then employed “fear, 
racial prejudice and outright un- 
truths” to defeat public housing, 
he said. 

“Dallas is a great city. It 
gained its national reputation be- 
cause men of all creeds, races 
and political affiliation worked to- 
;r with one throught in mind 
betterment of Dallas,” the 
said. There w^ere extrdrn- 
then, but the contructive aid 
the obstructive viewpoint pre- 
vailed, he declared. 



FD-350 (4-3-62) 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


Qox. Wallace Denied 
Being Anti-Negro 


By KENT BIFFLE 
"I feel sorry for those people 
who despise other people because 
of their color.” 

S peaker was Alabama Gov 
Wallace. He had just 
out of a State of Alabama 
airplane marked with Con 


federate flags at Dallas Aero 
Service Sunday. 

Wallace, 44, broadly hinting that 
he may enter the New Hampshire 
primary as a presidential candi- 
date, was pointing out that he 
d^sn’t regard himself as anti- 
Nkgro. 

iThe governor who became a 
national figure by fighting inte- 
gration in Alabama said: 'Tve 
never made a single unkind re- 
mark about Negroes. 

"My administration Is doing 
more for Negroes than the ad 
ministration of any other gov- 
ernor of Alabama. But I do be 
lieve in the states carrying on 
those historic functions they’ve al- 
ways carried on— and that in- 
cludes running the schools. 

['It's forced mixing of the races 
inat causes trouble. We resent 


Washington telling us to run our 
schools. Why, they’ve had to build 
extra bridges across the Potomac 
just for the people leaving Wash- 
ington since they integrated 
schools there. 

“With all the trouble they're 
had, we Alabama people ought to 
be telling them how to run their 
schools,” Wallace said. 

Asked if he’s serious about run- 
ning for president, he said, "In 
Alabama, we're serious about 
everything we do, whether it’s 
football or politics. Of course, we 
have no illusions about the diffi- 
culties in the path of any South- 
erner running for the presidency.” 

Wallace, a former bantam- 
weight boxing champ, was met it 
Dallas Love Field by Julian Mi- 
Kinnon. a Dallas engineer and b 
college buddy. McKinnon and Wal- 
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— r>a1la« Nwi Stuff Photo. 

Alabama’s George Wal* 
tee . . . “I’ve never made 
single unkind remark 
about Negroes.” 


lace were roommates in 1938 wi 
‘ >oth were waiting tables in 
: hoarding house to provide meJ 
Awhile attending the University 
Alabama. 

Wallace attended a private din- 
ner party in Dallas Sunday night. 
At noon Monday he will address 
the Public Affairs Luncheon Club 
in the Baker Hotel. 

The governor said the federal 
government is trying to tell peo- 
ple “who to swim with, eat with 
and go to school with." These are 
things, he said, that should be 
decided locally. 

He said integration is not woi 
ing anywhere that massive nuf 
bers of both races are mixed, 
said only 67 Negroes are now 
tending white schools in Alabama. 

Wallace doesn’t mind being 
called a conservative. But he likes 
to think of his administration as 
progressive, too. 

"We are in the midst of the 
largest road-building program and 
the largest school-building pro- 
gram in the history of the state. 
During my first year in office 
more new industry came to Ala- 
bama than in the first year of 
any other administration,” he 
said. 

Wallace confessed that he no 
only voted for President Kefl 
nedy in 1958 but helped raii 
campaign funds. He said it wonl 
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U.S. Tyranny 


Mississippi 

Former Maj. Gen. Edwin A. 
Walker charged Monday in a 
speech to Southern Methodist Uni- 
versity law students that the U.S. 
Department of Justice is engaged 
in a “continuing tyianny” in Mis- 
sissippi civil rights activities. 

In a talk before the SMU Stu- 
dent Bar Association, Mr. Walker 
linked the department with what 
he called an illegal attempt by 
the Freedom Democratic Party to 
unseat congressmen in Mlssisrfp- 

f 

1 he Freedom Democratic party 
| redominantly Negro, seeks To 
jain control of the party machin- 
ciy in Mississippi, he said. 

Mr. Walker said Atty. Gen. 
Nicholas Katzenbach’s position is 
“indefensible." 

“In his close association with 
Robert Kennedy (former attorney 
general and now U.S. senator from 
New York) Mr. Katzenbach is a 
handicap to the administration/’ 
Mr. Walker said. 

“He is a temporary adminis- 
trator who will go the route of 
his predecessors/ ’ Mr. Walker 
said. 

He said that while the attorney 
general is in Dallas this week 
“he might look into the back- 
ground of the conspiracy of the 
assassination of John F. Kennedy, 
which has been completely white- 
washed by the Warren Commis- 
sion report/’ 

He was introduced by Ronald 
CnTWi’rs, secret ai-y <5! the Student 
Bar Association. 
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By Walker 


LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (UPI) - 
Former Maj. Gen. Edwin A. 
Walker yesterday compared his 
role as enforcer of integration at 
Central High School with Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur’s role in the 
veteran’s bonus march on Wash- 
ington. 

Walker, who commanded troops 
that forced integration at the high 
school in 1957, returned and spoke 
at a news conference held off 
campus instead of on campus be- 
cause the school board wanted it 
that way. 

Walker was to speak again to- 
night about those fateful days and 
his later decision that he “was 
on the wrong side” tien. 

Walker’s appearance was spon- 
sored by the Ca )ilaj_ 

Council. It billed hi talk as “The 
Roacf ‘from Little lock’’ with a 
subtitle of “Unprecedented Ex- 
pose of an American Soldier’s Bat- 
tle with the World Police State.” 

Walker, stopped only briefly at 
the school, standing on the side- 
walk where he greeted about 20 
well-wishers. 

"I wouldn’t expect to get on the 
Central High grounds without # 
ujiiform and a ticket from tie 
liberal administration in Washin£- 
t4n,” he said. “I would need <y- 
ders.” 
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fendants 
pped in 
Walker Suit 

FORT WORTH, Texas (AP)- 
Judge Charles J. Murray of 17th 
District Court has dismissed the 
Star-Telegram, WBAP radio and 
television and Carter Publications, 
Inc., as defendants in a $2,000,000 
libel suit by former Maj. Gen. 
Edwin A. Walker. 

The dismissal was made at the 
request of attorneys for Walker. 

The ex-soldier filed the suit 
against the newspaper, its broad- 
cast facilities, the publishing 
firm, Amon Carter Jr., and As- 
sociated Press in connection with 
accounts of his activities during 
rioting which accompanied enroll- 
ment of Negro James Meredith in 
the University of Mississippi. * 
Carter was dismissed as a de- 
fendant last week. The siit 
against the Associated Press Js 
still pending. 

tri the motion for dismissal, the 
plaintiff stated the defendants con- 
ceded had “sworn under oath 
that they relied solely upon the 
Associated Press news releases 
. . . believed them to be true and 
published them without any mal- 
ice.*’ 

The motion further stated that 
the four defendants had been vic- 
tims “of these malicious and li- 
belous statements published by 
the Associated Press” and the 
plaintiff “therefore will not fur- 
ther prosecute his cause of action 
against them.” 

Judge Murray granted the mo- 
tion. Walker was ordered to pay 
the costs incurred by the de- 
fendants concerned. 

Trial of the case against the 
Associated Press is set for next 
Monday in Judge Murray's court 
here. . 

^alker has filed several simim 
i against newspapers scatteiid 
• the United States. The qie 
he^e was the first to come to 
trial. 
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Walker Libel Trial 


Opens Arguments 


BY ED HORN 
An all-white jury of four 
women and eight men was 
impaneled Monday in 17th 
District Court to hear former 
Maj. Cen. Edwin A. Walk- 
er’s $2 million libel suit 
against the Associated Press. 

After being sworn in and 
instructed by Judge Charles 
J. Murray, jurors heard im- 
passioned opening statements, 
from attorneys Clyde J. Watts 
of Oklahoma City, represent- 
ing Walker, and J. A. (Tiny) 
Gooch, defending the news 
service. 

Watts, in his legal petition, 
accused the Associated Press 
of “knowingly and falsely ac- 
cusing the plaintiff (Walker) 
of crimes against the penal 
code of the United States.’* 
He maintained the state- 
ments — made about Walk- 
er’s activities during rioting 
which accompanied enrollment 
of Negro James Meredith into 
the University of Mississippi 
in the fall of 1962 — were 
false, malicious and untrue. 

The attorney stated Walker 
did not lead a charge against 
U. S. marshals, as the Asso- 
ciated Press reported, and that 
'inruTormer general had in fact 


turned down several requests 
that he do so. 

* * + 

DURING HIS opening state- 
ment, Watts said Walker went 
to Oxford and the university 
to “protest against making a 
military matter of a very crit- 
ical civilian problem He 
noted that Walker had com- 
manded the troops at Little 
Rock during the public school 
integration crisis there. 

Watts also said Walker’s 
Mississippi visit was meant 
as a protest against diversion 
of soldiers from Cuba. 

He claimed Walker only 
’’stood around and observed’* 
as rioters lobbed rocks, bot- 
tles. bricks and other missiles 
at the marshals, who answer- 
ed the fusillade with tear gas. 

The attorney charged that 
Van Saveli, 21-year-old Asso- 
ciated Press reporter who 
wrote the story in dispute, 
had relied on his own imagina- 
tion to write a slanted story. 

Gooch answered by saying 
Walker had called a press 
conference at his Dallas home 
to announce he was going to 
the University of Mississippi. 

“Bring your flag, your tent 
and your skillet,’* GootffHjlWT* 


ed Walker as saying during 
the Dallas conference. 

• * • 

THE FORT WORTH attor- 
ney said Walker was “a great 
man when he was in the Army 
—until he started meddling 
with things he had no business 
to meddle in.** 

In his pleadings, Gooch said 
Walker had claimed he quit 
the service to be able to speak 
out on public matters. 

He said the former general, 
54, had “voluntarily injected 
himself” into the turmoil at 
Oxford. 

Gooch then traced the course 
of Meredith’s suit to enter the 
school and the events sur- 
rounding his enrollment. 

He said a verdict for Walk- 
er would be a “restraint and 
deterrent of publication of 
news and freedom of the 
press.” 

“We’re trying the right of 
an individual public figure to 
defy the law of this land,*' 
Gooch roared in his opening 
statement. 

Judge Murray released the 
jurors shortly before 5 p. m. 
Testimony will begin at 9 
a. m. Tuesday. 

L The suit is the first to come 
to trial of eight filed around 
the country by Walker. 

HE ORIGINALLY filed it 
here against the Star-Tele- 
gram, WBAp radio and tele- 
vision stations, Carter Publi- 
cations, Inc., Amon Carter 
Jr. and the Associated Press. 

All defendants except the 
Associated Press were dis- 
missed on the motion of at- 
torneys for Walker. 

Watts is being assisted by 
attorneys William Andress Jr. 
of Dallas and Toy Crocker of 
Fort Worth. 

Gooch’s associates in the 
trial are Carlisle Cravens and 
Sloan Blair, both Fo r t 

e ■ » M 

cmXHTrcys. 



Walker sat quietly, _hi£_Je££. 
•ieg uiuSsed over his right, 
during most of the proceed- 
ings. Occasionally he would 
scribble notes to his attorneys. 

Shortly before jury selec- 
tion resumed during the after- 
noon, Watts protested to re- 
porters about a newspaper 
photograph which showed 
Walker seated with an armed 
deputy sheriff behind him . 
* "l T VI gls the kind &f thing 
we are fighting,*’ he said. 



COURTROOM VISIT— Former Maj. Gen. 
Edwin A. Walker, left, chats during a 
break in court proceedings with Mrs. 
P y .Ss/eet of 3125 Major and Webb B. 


-Star-Telegram Photo 

Joiner of Arlington. Joiner was Walker’s 
Tarrant County campaign manager dur- 
ing his unsuccessful bid for the Demo- 
cratic nomination as govemoi ,t TrPTSB2. 
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Former Maj. Gen. Edwin A. 
Walker will take the witness 
stand during his $2 million libel 
suit against the Associated 
Press, his chief attorney, Clyde 
Watts of Oklahoma City, said 
Monday. 

Watts told reporters of his 
plans before jury selection start- 
ed Monday in 17th District Court 
here. 

He predicted the suit will re- 
quire at least one week. 

Attorneys will choose 12 jur- 
ors from a panel of 36 whose 
names appear on cards whic i 
were drawn from a brown pi - 
per sack in the central jiir \ 
room by Judge Charles Murray. 

The attorneys questioned the 
prospective jurors as a group 
mid individually. The plaintiff 


aid the defense are permitted 
tl disqualify six each without 
diving a reason. 

Murray, noting that jury sec- 


tion in civil cases usually re- 
quire about two hours, said the 
jury to hear the suit brought by 
Walker might not be completed 
until Monday afternoon and tes- 
timony might not start until 
Tuesday. Scores of witnesses 
are expected to testify. 

Assisting Watts is William An- 
dress Jr. of Dallas. A Fort Worth 
attorney. Toy Crocker, aided the 
plaintiff's attorneys during jury 
selection. 

The Associated Press is repre- 
sented by three Fort Worths at- 
torneys — J. A. Gooch, Carlsle 
Cravens and Sloan Blair. 

The ex-soldier originally filed 
the suit against the Star-Tele- 


jjram, WBAP radio and lelevi- 
lion. Carter Publications, Inc., 
fend the Associated Press in con- 
fection with accounts of walk- 
er’s activities during rioting 
which accompanied enrollment 
of Negro James Meredith at the 


University of Mississippi. 


( But, on motion by the pUun- 
ff, all defendants except the 
ssociated Press were dismii sed 
?cently. 

The suit here is the first of 
several similar suits to be tried. 
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Walker Led 
Charge, AP 
Man Repeats 

Associated Press newsman Van 
Saveli, in a deposition read to 
a 17th District Court jury Mon. 
day, stuck by his contention that 
former Maj. Gen. Edwin A. 
Walker led a charge against 
V . S. marshals during rioting at 
the University of Mississipi in 
\% 2 . 

Walker denies leading a 
charge and, as a result of Asso- 
ciated Press stories about his 
activities at Ole Miss, has filed 
a $2 million libel suit against 
the AP, which entered its second 
week Monday 

Walker’s attorneys also have 
placed several witnesses on the 
stand who have testified the 
ex soldier did not lead a charge 
and instead attempted to dis- 
suade students from any vio- 
lence. 

Actions Described 

In the deposition, Saveli. 22. 
said he heard someone say, 
“Here is General Walker. Here 
comes General Walker.” 
Someone asked Walker, Saveli 
said, to “lead us to the steps.’* 
Saveli said Walker made no 
comment and appeared to be in 
deep thought for 40 or 50 sec- 
onds. 

Finally. Saveli said. Walker 
nodded his head, two men took 
Walker by the arms and the 
three started walking in the di- 
rection of the U. S. marshals. 

Hocks Were Thrown 
A group followed the three 
After walking a distance. Saveli 
said the group threw rocks and 
other articles in the direction of 
the marshals and then turned 
and ran. 

As the group returned to near 
a Confederate monument on the 
campus, Saveli said he heard 
Walker say. “Well, we’ll get to- 
gether and charge again.” 
When Walker made that state- 
ment, Saveli said, the newsman 
ran to telephone his office. 

Attorneys for Walker were ex- 
pected to complete their case 
Monday. 

When Walker’s attorneys rest, 
the AP attorneys probably will 
ask* Judge Charles Murray for 
nn instructed verdict in AP’s 
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Walker Rests Case; Defense to Open 


BY ED HORN 
Attorneys for former Maj. 
Gen. Edwin A. Walker rested 
their case Monday in the 17th 
District Court trial of his $2 
million libel suit against the 
Associated Press. 

Judge Charles J. Murray 
then denied a defense motion 
for an instructed verdict. 

This means defense attor- 
neys, headed by J. A. (Tiny) 
Gooch, will begin presentation 
of their case at 9 a. m. Tues- 
day. 

They will try to convince a 
jury of eight men and four 
women that an AP report that 
Walker led rioting students 
against U. S. marshals at the 
University of Mississippi was 
not libelous. 

Walker has testified that he 
did not lead students in a 
charge on Sept. 30, 1962, dur- 
ing protests over enrollment of 
Negro James Meredith at Ole 
Miss. 

Several witnesses have back- 
ed his contention and testified 
that he urged the demonstra- 
tors to avoid violence. 

# • ♦ 

ONE OF THOSE who decl 
ed he did not see Walker le; 
a charge was United Press 
International reporter Alfred 
Kuettner, whose deposition w; 
read Monday. 

Kuettner said in the deposi- 
tion he heard Walker tell sti ■ 
dents: “You have every righ 
to demonstrate, but this is no 
the way to Cuba/' 

Kuettner said the crow I 
jeered when Walker told ther l 
to avoid violence. 

Kuettner testified he coul 1 
not see everything that went 
on during the rioting and thzt 
at one point he was away fror i 
the riot scene for about 2 D 
minutes making a telephone 
call. 

He said it was possible that 
Walker had led a charge d ir- 
ing his absence. 

Kuettner described Walker 
as staring and tense and s«pd 
| Walker was walking f i 
j when the reporter first 
^counj^red him. 


#-Ku£TTfler said "I sj^ll 
scribe to that*’ when asked if 
he clung to his theory that 
Walker was present on the 
campus as “more than an in- 
terested observer.” 

Kuettner quoted Walker as 
saying at a press conference 
in Atlanta when asked about 
the riot: 

“This was not a riot. This 
was just a bunch of college 
boys blowing off steam, having 
a good time." 

• • • 

EARLIER MONDAY, AP re- 
porter Van Saveli stuck by his 
story, which is the basis for 
, Walker’s suit. 

Saveli testified in a 



ion read to jurors that \talk- 
- r made no comment uhen 
students asked him to lead 
them shortly after Walker 
arrived on the campus. 

! ' Saveli said Walke r, 

being silent for 40 or 50 fr- 
onds, nodded his head, Avo 
men took his arms and the 
three walked toward the mar- 
shals. 

I Saveli said a group \lhich 

followed the three threw {mis- 
iiles in the direction oflthe 
marshals, then retreated. 

Saveli said he then heard 
Walker say: “Well, we'll get 
together and charge again." 



Lawyer Believes in Walker’s Stand 

—General's Defender: a Friend 
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By JACK MOSELEY 

The defender of former MaJ. 
Gen. Edwin Walker does not 
represent his client for money. 

Clyde Watts, a successful 
Oklahoma City lawyer and 
himself a retired Army gen- 
eral, counsels General Walker 
because he believes the former 
commander of the 24th Army 
Division in Germany is right 
in his beliefs. 

“I believe Ted Walker is the 
most mistreated individual in 
the history of this conutry,” 
he declares calmly. 

Who is Clyde Watts, who 
has fought General Walker’s 
legal battles for years? 

Born 56 years ago in Wag- 
oner, Okla., he first met Gen- 
eral Walker while both were 
students at New Mexico Mili- 
tary Institute. They were 
varsity members of school polo 
team. Mr. Watts was active in 
track and football as well. 


HE WENT ON to graduate 
from University of Oklahoma 
Law School. And General 
Walker attended West Point. 
But the friendship was not for- 
gotten. 

World War II brought Mr. 
Watts back into uniform. 

As an artillery observer, the 
young pilot was sent to China 
He rose rapidly through the 
ranks. “I was never hit. But 
an awful lot came pretty damn 
close,” he recalls with a mild- 
mannered grin. 

In 1944, on a hillside in 
China, something happened 
that might have been a factor 

in today’s events. 

» «. 

THEN A colonel, Mr. Watts 
was commanding a regiment 
of Chinese soldiers. Chang Mo 
Lin, now minister of education 
for Nationalist China, asked a 
simple question: Who is the 
most dangerous man in the 
world? 

“Hitler,” replied the colonel. 

“No,” was the answer. 

The Chinese official said it 
was a former student of his. 
He said this man “has the 
evil genius, imagination, de- 
termination and racial hatred 
to convert my Chinese people 
into a vicious force that will 
someday destroy your world.” 

Who was this evil student? 
Moa Tse Tung, leader of 



Clyde Watts 

Chinese Communism. 

Mr. Watts is not a member 
of the John Birch Society. But 
he has the same convictions as 
General Walker. He openly 
states that lawyers are too 
satisfied with the status quo. 

“I HAVE OBSERVED the 

prize for which every war in 
history has been fought shift 
to a previously second-rate 
enemy by the unfortunate 
American delusion that we can 
trust them,” 

After World War II, Mr. 
Watts returned to the practice 
of law, but rose to a rank of 
general in the Army Reserve. 

The father of four children 
— three boys and a girl — he 
says there is no greater honor 
than being shot at while de- 
fending your country. His own 
son is now in the Army at Fort 


end. “Iliave to make a living 
too,” he said. Most of his legal 
work is the trial of damage 
suits in which he defends the 
foterests of insurance com- 
panies. ~ 


nr- 

Mr. Watts* courtroom de- 
meanor is composed and con- 
fident. He says that if he can- 
not win his case by straight 
questioning, he will n pt resort 
to tricks. 


HN his SPARE ti me, lie * 

raises horses and flies his own 
airplane? 

General Walker, who has 
been repr esented by M e. Watts, 
since the 1962 rioting on the 

Mis# campus, is asiung $2 
million in damages from As- 
sociated Press, which he 
claims printed a false story 
about him leading a charge of 
students on U. S. Marshals. 

“If Ted has done that he 
would be the first to admit It,” 
says his attorney. “He is a 
man of great integrity.” 

Mr. Watts contends that he 
is Jn the case to set the rec-* 
ord straight. But the final de- 
cision will be made by a July 
in 17th District Court. 


At the close of testimony 
Friday, Mr. Watts told an as- 
siciate he has two weeks of 
legal work for his firm to 
catch up on over the week- 

\ 
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Pictures of Riot-Torn 
Ole Miss Campus Shown 


BY ROGER SUMMERS 
Several photographs showing 
the debris strewn over the Uni- 
versity of Mississippi campus 
after rioting there on Sept. 30, 
1962, were shown Tuesday to the 
17th District Court jury hearing 
a $2 million libel suit against the 
Associated Press. 

The photographs were intro- 
duced into evidence by Chief 
Defense Attorney J. A. (Tiny) 
Gooch. 

He showed the jury the pic- 
tures during questioning of the 
defense’s first witness. Dr. Les- 
ton Love, dean of student person- 
nel and professor of education 
at Ole Miss. 

The pictures showed over- 
turned burned vehicles, and an 
assortment of large and small 
rocks and bridks and other ar- 
ticles. 

Gooch also introduced into evi- 
dence a few photographs which 
showed U. S. marshals wearing 
gas masks and helmets. Large 
groops of students and others 
were also shown in some of the 
photographs. 

Marshals Arrive 

Dr. Love said that he was at 
the home of the Ole Miss chan- 
cellor, which is on campus, 
when U. S. marshals arrived 
about 4 p. m. on Sept. 30. 

The dean said he and other 
key college officials had gone to 
the chancellor’s home for a con- 
ference relative to the enroll- 
ment of Negro James Meredith. 

Late!', Dr. Love said, he went 
to his office in the Lyceum Build- 
ing, the administration building, 
w*hich v'as surrounded by U. S. 
marshals. Several officials of 
tile U. S. Justice Department, a 
chief marshal and a Mississippi 
Highway Patrol official were in 
the Lyceum Building when he 
got there. Dr. Love said. 

Dr. Love said he attempted 
to get the students who were 
^athoHag to leave. 


' uoocn^ asked the witness now’ 
the students responded to hfn. 
“I wasn’t very effective,” he 
said. 

Dr. Love said t.he crowd, 
which consisted of many non- 
Ole Miss students, was at first 
relatively good-natured and that 
the noise from the crow'd con- 
stantly grew louder. 

Defense Witness 
The defense witness told of 
three “rings” of persons gath- 
ered on the campus. 

/He described the first grdUp 
v a “front line” or acave 

,fcroup. The second group, 1 he i 
said, “just wanted to see \lhal 
w'as going on” and members of 
the third group “seemed to be 
spectators.” 

Dr. Love told the jury about 
casualties brought into the Ly- 
ceum Building. He said some of 
the casualties were serious ones 
and told of one victim who has 
been shot in the back and one 
who had a broken leg. 

About 160 persons were ar- 
rested during rioting, and about 
25 of these were Ole Miss stu- 
dents who were placed on dis- 
ciplinary probation for at least 
one year, he continued. 

Dr. Love told of seeing several 
bullet holes in the Lyceum 
Building and said that at one 
point on the night of Sept. 30, a 
bullet “whistled by my ear.” 

The dean’s auto was parked 
on campus and badly damaged. 
He related that the glass in his 
auto was knocked out, some 
chrome was torn off and that 
tear gas fired by U. S. marshals 
caused burns on the car’s in- 
terior. 

Dr. Love told the jury that 
when he walked across the 
campus the next morning, he 
noticed that several cement 
seats had been broken up, there 
was still tear gas in the air, 
about six burned vehicles were 
in the area and he viewed brok- 
en brick s and glass and numer- 
Our tear gas canisters^ ^ 


Cluttered 

“It was really a very badly 
cluttered up place,” he said. 

Dr. Love followed the assist- 
ant director of the Mississippi 
Highway Patrol, Guinn Cole, to 
the witness stand. 

Attorneys for former Maj. 
Gen. Edwin A. Walker, who is 
seeking the $2 million from the 
AP as a result of stories written 
by AP about Walker’s activities 
on campus, rested their case 
Monday. 

They had planned to use Cole 
as a rebuttal witness, but Cole 
needed to return to his home 
state so Judge Charles Murray 
allowed the plaintiff’s attorneys 
to reopen their case long enough 
to present Cole’s testimony. 

Cole said that students were 
heckling the marshals — he 
called it “just general student 
behavior” — when, without 
provocation, the marshals fired 
tear gal against the students anti 
highway patrolmen. The highway! 
patrolmfen were standing between! 

1 the stuatents and the marshals. I 1 
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Walker Offered to Lead 
Protest, Student Testifies 


BY ROGER SUMMERS 

Donald James Proehl, 29-year- 
old University of Mississippi stu- 
dent, testified Wednesday he 
heard former Maj. Gen. Edwin 
A. Walker state he would lead 
persons listening to him in a 
protest. 

Proehl was a defense witness 
called in the $2 million libel suit 
Walker has filed against the As- 
sociated Press over the news 
service's accounts of aWlker’s 
activities at Ole Miss on Sept. 
30. 1962. during the enrollment 
of Negro James Meredith. 

Proehl said he saw a man 
standing on a Confederate mon- 
ument, pushed to within three 
or four feet of the statue and 
saw that the man was Walker. 

He quoted Walker as saying 
the students had a right to pro- 
test and testified that Walker 
-said. “He would lead them in 
the protest." 

After the speech. Proehl said, 
a large crowd moved from the 
monument in the direction of 
the Lyceum Building, wdiich 
was surrounded by u7 S. mar- 
shals. 

The witness first sAid he saw 
Walker at the front if the mov- 
ing crowd. 

But on cross-examination, he 
said, "I could see a> tall man in 
a white hat in fr6nt" of the 
crowd. 

The witness related that he 
had earlier seen Walker wear- 
ing a white hat and that the 
white hat worn by Walker was 
the only one of that type he saw 
on the campus on the night of 
Sept. 30, 1962. 

An earlier witness Wednesday, 
an Episcopalian priest, testified 
he made two unsuccessful at- 
tempts^ get Walker Uv&aLp 
iVtntrnTP 5 on the campus on 
Sept. 30. 

The witness was Rev. Duncan 
Gray Jr., rector of am Episcopal 
church in Oxford, Miss. 

The minister told a 17th Dis- 
trict Court jury he had gone to 
the campus in an attempt to con- 
vince students they should re- 
turn to their dormitories or 
homes. 

Rev. Mr. Gray said he saw 
Walker on campus and asked 
him to help calm the students, 
put an end to violence and con- 
vince them to return to their 
dorms. 

The witness said he “knew he 
< Walker* was something of a 
hero to the students" and felt 


Walker could have had great in- 
fluence with them. 

The minister testified, “When 
I first asked him (Walker) to 
speak to the students and to 
help us bring the rioting to a 
halt, he said he was not inter- 
ested in putting a stop to what 
was going on. He said he was 
there only as an observer and 
he also said the students have 
every right to protest. 

“1 believe at one point he 
said, ‘I couldn’t stop it if I want- 
ed to but I don’t want to/ " 

The witness added that Walk- 
er asked him, “Who are you and 
what are you doing out here 
anyway?" 

The minister said he identi- 
fied himself and told Walker he 
was deeply concerned about the 
situation on campus. 

After this. Rev. Mr. Gray 
said. Walker remarked. “You 
are the kind of an Episcopal 
minister that makes me 
ashamed to be an Episcopa- 
lian." 

The second time the rector 
asked Walker to help stop the 
students, he testified, came 
while Walker was making a 
speech from a Confederate mon- 
ument. 

Rev. Mr. Gray said that when 
he asked Walker the second time 
to help. Walker told the crowd, 
“He is an Episcopal minister 
that makes me ashamed to be 
an Episcopalian." 

The minister said he attempt- 
ed to speak to the crowd but 
was pulled down and escorted 
away from the monument by 
what he believed to be persons 
friendly to him who wanted to 
protect him. 


During the speech, the min- 
ister said. Walker told the 
group: / 

“1 want to congratulate you 
on what you are doiqfe here this 
evening." / 

The minister testified Walker 
went on to say, “You have 
every right to protest." 

He quoted Walker as saying, 
“Stand fast, firm. There are 
thousands behind you. You will 
win in the end.” 

The minister said he left the 
monument area and went to 
another building on campus but 
that two students came and 
asked him to return to the mon- 
ument and speak to the crowd. 

Rev. Mr. Gray said h£ walked 
back to the monument area with 
the two students but that the 
crowd was breaking up when 
they arrived there. 

He said the crowd was “mov- 
ing in a general movement or 
what you might call a charge 
toward the Lyceum/ f 
He was asked, "Were you 
able to see who was leading 
that charge?" 

The minister answered, “No. 
sir ' 

(The Lyceum building is the 
administration building at Ole 
Miss. It was surrounded by 
U. S. marshals during the night 
of Sept. 30, witnesses have testi- 
fied. An Associated Press story 
said Walker led a charge 
against the marshals.) 

On cross-examination Walker’s 
chief attorney, Clyde Watts, 
asked the minister if he saw’ 
Walker lead a charge. 

“I did not see General Walker 
lead the charge," he anSwer&f 
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| Walker in Lead as Students Movent 
Toward Marshals , Newsmarj. 

\Testifi 



Na a m urille newsman testi- 
fied Tuesday that he saw 
about 500 University of Mis- 
sissippi students — with for- 
mer Maj. Gen. Edwin A. 
Walker at their forefront — 
walk toward U. S. marshals 
on Sept. 30, 1962. 

The newsman, Craig Eljis, 
26, testified in 17th District 
Court in behalf of Associated 


Press, defendant in a $2 
lion libel suit brought by 
Dallas ex-$oldjer 


mil- 

the 


EtLlS SAID he hiard 
fWaJker address students who 
Iwere demonstrating over ad- 

l Walker contends he did not 
lead a charge against the 
marshals as reported by As- 
sociated Press WTiter Van H. 
Saveli. 

Ellis said on cross-examina- 
tion that he did not hear 
Walker make several state- 
ments attributed to the ex- 
general by Saveli. 

He said he did not hear 
Walker give any orders to the 
crowd and he did not recall 
the students jeering Walker. 

Ellis' testimony was support- 
ed in the deposition of Ole 
‘IriV’nf William W. Brit- 


mission of Negro James Mere- 
dith to the university. 

He related that Walker com- 
plimented the students on 
their '‘protest.” 

“There is no stopping point,” 
Ellis said Walker told stu- 
dents. "You can continue. 
Many people from out of state 
are coming to Oxford.” 

Ellis, who was a reporter 
for the Nashville Banner at 
the time, said Walker made 
the speech from a Confederate 
monument located at the op- 
posite end of a circle from 
the Lyceum, a campus build- 
ing where the marshals were 
entrenched. 


Ellis, now a United Press " 
International reporter, said 
Walker descended from the 
monument and walked a few 
steps alone toward the Ly- 
ceum. 

* * * 

He TESTIFIED that one, 
maybe two, men caught up to 
Walker and the trio moved 
toward the Lyceum. 

As they walked, Ellis said, 
a solid line of people formed 
behind them and the entire 
group advanced on the Ly- 
ceum. 

He said he lost sight of them 
at a flagpole in the center of 
the circle. 


tingham, 21, of Delaware, 
which was read to the eight- 
man. four-woman jury. 

Brittingham stated in the 
deposition that he heard Walk- 
er say. "The protests of these 
students will be heard all over 
the world," or something to 
that effect. 

* * * 

r 


! Stl~ 
old (if 


heai'd Walker urge the 
dents to riot. 

He said Walker was told 
some injuries to students, and 
the ex-general then said: 
‘‘You are doing all right. 
Riot. Riot. You are getting 
news all over the country. 
Now yoirve got casualties.” 
King said he also heart 
Walker say there was no stop 


HE ALSO TOLD of seeing ping point and that other per 
a large group of studenls were heading for th< 

Walker at their head Walking campus, 
toward the Lyceum. r— 

Earlier Tuesday, radio news- 
man John E. King Jr.. 41. of 
West ro.nt. Miss., h* 

§i\ 
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Walker Claim 
Is Under Fire 


Defense attorneys today 
hammered away at former 
Maj. Gen. Edwin Walkers 
contention that he never led 
a charge of students on U. S. 
marshals during the Univer- 
sity of Mississippi riots in 
1962. 

The testimony in behalf of 
the Associated Press, which 
General Walker says fabri- 
cated the news story, contin- 
ued to conflict sharply with 
that favoring the general. 

YESTERDAY, A United 
Press Intern ational Wire 
Service writer, Craig Ellis, 
told the jury in the $2 tril- 
lion libel suit that General 
Walker addressed a growing 
crowd, stepped from a Con- 
federate monument, then 
advanced toward marshals 
surrounding the University 
Administration Bldg. The 
mushrooming crowd fol- 
lowed. 

And William Brittinghdm, 
an Ole Miss student who 
participated in the riot on 
Sept. 30, 1962, testified by 
written sworn statement that 
a similar situation developed 
after the speech. 

EARLIER, RADIO execu- 
tive John King Jr. testified 


that he heard General Wal- 
ker say: 

“You’re doing all right — 
riot, riot. You are getting 
news all over the country. 
Now, you’ve got casualties.” 
That statement, he said, 
came before the speech on 
the monument. 

Witnesses, testifying last 
week that General Walker 
never led a charge, contend- 
ed that no large group ever 
advanced toward the mar- 
shals. They claimed that 
only groups of from five to 
20 persons, acting Withou 
leadership and organization, 
threw things at the marshals 


s to 
lOUt* 
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Walker Case 


Nearing Jury 


Testimony in former Maj. 
Gen. Edwin Walker’s $2 mil- 
lion libel suit against the 
Associated Press will end 
today. 

Tomorrow, 17th Dist. Judge 
Charles Murray will hand the 
case to the jury after final 
arguments are heard. 

Judge Murray said it is 
possible that no verdict in 
the two - week trial will 
be had until Monday. It will 
be impossible for the jury 
to deliberate Saturday be- 
cause the county will not air 
condition a single courtroom 
on a weekend. 

Yesterday, AP attorney 
J. A. Gooch rested his de- 
fense in the case. Now, at- 
torneys for General Walker 
are placing rebuttal testi- 
mony into evidence. 

THE LAST AP witness was 
Tom Gregory, a 29-year-old 
reporter from Meridian, 
Miss. The day after rioting 
erupted on the Ole Miss cam- 
pus, the writer wrote a story 
that carried the headline: 
“Walker Charges, Then Re- 
treats.” 

Mr. Gregory testified that 
his story was based on what 
he himself saw, not from ac- 
counts of happenings from 
AP wire services. 

General Walker contends 
that he did not lead a charge 
of students against federal 
marshals on Sept. 30, 1962, 
at the university. 

^AP contends it distributed 
an accurate story of General 
W alker’s ji c t i o n s on that 
nighTwinr “fair co mment.”^ 


■ E ARL IER, TRAVirWr 

ley, county prosecutor from 
Louin, Miss., told the jury 
that he saw General Walker 
move toward the marshals 
with a large group of people. 

Doyle Gorton Jr. said the 
crowd followed General Wal- 
ker toward the marshals 
after the ex-Army command- 


“uiu a 

federate monument, when 
he made a speech. 

James Kingsley, reporte: 
for the Commercial Appea 
of Memphis, Tenn., said hi 
saw the general motioi 
ycome on” as he approachec 
fhe riot scene. 

J Throughout the trial, Gin 

seal Walker has maintained 
that he was only an observer 
to the night of violence and 
actually tried to discourage 
students from rioting. 

Witnesses on opposing 
sides of the case have told 

nflw u° ntrasting vef sions 
of what happened that night 
on the campus, when Negro 
ames Meredith was inte- 
grated wit h federal force. 
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Jury Charge Prepared 
In Walker Libel Suit 


The 17th District Court jury 
hearing the $2 million libel suit 
filed against the Associated 
Press by former Maj. Gen. Ed- 
win A. Walker will answer these 
basic questions: 

1. Do you find from the pre- 
ponderance of evidence that the 
statement "Walker led a charge 
against federal marshals on the 
Ole Miss campus" was substan- 
tially true? Was the statement 
fair comment? 

2. Do you find from the pre- 
ponderance of evidence that the 
statement "Walker assumed 
command of the crowd" was 
substantially true? Was it fair 
comment? * 

Judge Charles Murray and 
attorneys for Walker and the AP 
worked on the charge to the jury 
Thursday morning and expected 
to have it ready for presentation 
to the jury Thursday afternoon. 

Final arguments also were ex- 
pected to be made to the jury 
late Thursday, with each side 
being permitted one hour for ar- 
guments. 

Judge Murray said he expect- 
ed the jury to begin delibera- 
tlf mj Frida y morning. 


The jury charge also was to 
include a few questions which 
related to the two basic ques- 
tions the jury must answer, plus 
some definitions of words and 
phrases in the charge such as 
"fair comment." "substantially 
true" and "malice." 

Attorneys for the Associated 
Press rested Wednesday after- 
noon. 

Walker’s lawyers planned to 
offer some rebuttal testimony 

Thursday prior to the start of 
jury arguments. 

The ex-soldier filed the suit 
against the news service be- 
cause of AP accounts of Walk- 
er’s activities on the University 
of Missisippi campus Sept. 30, 
1962, during enrollment of Negro 
James Meredith. 

Walker, and other plaintiff’s 
witnesses, testified that the for- 
mer general did not lead a 
charge against marshals and in- 
stead tried to discourage Vio- 
lence. 

The defense offered witnesses 
who said Walker was at the 
front of a crowds which moved 
in the direction of ^U. S. q iar- 
shals. 
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Defense Rests Case 
In Walker Libel Suit 


BY ED HORN 

Attorneys for Associated Press rested their case Wed- 
nesday in the 17th District Court trial of former Maj. Gen. 
Edwin A. Walker’s $2 million libel suit against the wire 


service. 

AP chief counsel J. A. (Tiny) 
Gooch announced the end of the 
defense presentation after testi- 
mony from Tom Gregory, 29, a 
reporter for the Meridian 
(Miss.) Star. 

Gregory testified that he was 
at the University of Mississippi 
on Sept. SO, 1%2, during riots 
over admission of Negro James 
Meredith and that he wrote a 
story which included a partial 
account of Walker’s activities 
there. 

Walker claims he was libeled 
In a story written by Associated 
Press reporter Van H. Saveli. 
The story in controversy said 
the former general led a charge 
against U. S. marshals during 
the rioting. 

Gregory testified that Saveli, 
whom he knew, told him that 
Walker was on the Ole Miss 
campus. 

He said Walker encountered 
several persons, and students 
yelled that the former general 
was "going up to the marshals.’* 

Crowd of 200 

"At that point, the general 
began striding at a rather fast 
clip toward the Lyceum," Greg- 
ory testified. He sai^ a crowd 
he estimated at 200 persons fol- 
lowed Walker. 

Gregory said the group went 
within 15 or 20 yards of a 
driveway surrounding the Ly- 
ceum, the school’s administra- 
tion building, where the mar- 
shals were entrenched. 

"They continued going this 
way until the tear gas came, 
and I lost sight of Walker," 
Gregory said during cross-ex- 
amination. 

The Mississippi reporter said 
he wrote a story which appear- 
ed in the Meridian Star under 
the headline. "Walker Charges, 
Then Falls Back." 

"That charge you’re referring 
to is the movement toward the 
Lyceum Building," Gregory 
a^viprgdj>whpn Walker’s attor- 
ney. C. J, Watte, questioned him. 

Gregory told the four-woman, 
erght-man jury he had reported 
that Walker led a charge, but 
could find no such statement in 
his story. 

In his story, which was ad- 
mitted to evidence, Gregory 
wrote that rioters yelled. "Tear 
gas won’t stop him (Walker)." 

Tear Gas Fired 

He identified Walker in the 
article as one of the outsiders 
who "egged and aided" students 
"into a rock-flinging, destruc- 
tive riot." 

Gregory testified that the mar- 
shals fired tear gas as the group 
advanced on them. 


At this point in his story, he 
wrote, "Gen. Edwin Walker (re- 
tired) — who wouldn’t retreat 
—did." 

Gregory testified that he act- 
ually did not see Walker re- 
treat, but said he was led to 
believe by other events that 
Walker did. 

Watts asked Gregory whether 
the students cheered Walker 
and whether the ex-soldier seem- 
ed to have command of the 
crowd, as Saveli reported. 

"There were cheers and it was 
evident tx> me that the group 
seemed to be behind General 
Walker," Gregory related. 

He made the statement in 
reference to a speech, which he 
testified Walker made after 
the mass movement toward the 
Lyceum. 

Asked to Lead 

Earlier Wednesday afternoon, 
an Ole Miss student and a for- 
mer student testified that the 
movement toward the Lyceum 
came after the speech, made 
from a Confederate monument. 

Both witnesses related, as 
have others, that Walker was 
asked to lead the crowd after 
the speech. 

Both reported that he nodded, 
then moved in the direction of 
the Lyceum with a crowd fol- 
lowing him. 

First to take the stand Wed- 
nesday was Rev. Duncan Gray 
Jr., an Episcopal rector to whom 
prior and later witnesses re- 
ferred. 

Rev. Mr. Gray said he asked 
Walker to help calm the stu- 
dents. 

"When I first asked him to 
speak to the students and to 
help us bring the rioting to a 
halt, he said he wa 5 not inter- 
ested in putting a stop to wha! 
was going on," Rev. Mr. Gray 
testified. ^ ^ 

He continued, "He said he 
• Walker • was there only as an 
observer and he also said the 
students have every right to pro- 
test." 

"I believe at one point he 
said. 'I couldn’t stop it if I 
wanted to, but I don’t want to,’ ’’ 
the rector testified. 

Rev. Mr. Gray said Walker 
later told the crowd, "He is an 
Episcopal minister that makes 
me ashamed to be an Episco- 
palian." 

Another witness, student Don- 
ald James Prnehl, said he heard 
Walker tell the group he was 
addressing he would lead them 
in their protest. 
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Gen. Walker 


To Detail Acts~ 


Former Maj. Gen. Edwin 
Walker stood poised today to 
relate what he actually did 
during the 1962 integration 
riots at the University of Mis- 
sissippi. 

Yesterday, the general took 
the stand in his $2 million 
libel suit against Associated 
Press and briefly reviewed 
h i s distinguished military 
career prior to the integra- 
tion of James Meredith at 
Ole Miss. 

He told jurors many of the 
soldiers he commanded dur- 
ing “Operation Little Rock," 
t h e integration of Central 
High School under the Eisen- 
hower Administration, did not 
want to participate in the 
federal use of troops in Ar- 
kansas. 

HE RELATED that he him- 
self attempted to resign from 
the Army immediately after 
that incident, but that the 
military would not accept his 
resignation. 

He then told the jury that 
he was “attacked by the 
press*’ because of his “Pro 
Blue” program of educating 
members of the 24th Army 
Division in Germany on the 
enemy. Dist. Judge Charles 
Murray instructed the jury 
not to consider that state- 
ment. 

General Walker, 55, stress- 
ed that he developed high 
morale and “the best di- 
vision in the Army” through 
his “Pro Blue” education 
program. He said he was re- 
lieved of his command of 
the division on April 17, 1961 
the date of the Bay of Pigs 
of Cuba. 


HE ADDED that fie was 
never punished for anything 
he did in Germany. Instead, 
the decorated soldier indi- 
cated that he received a pro- 
motion, then later resigned 
his commission and gave up 
$15,000 annually in retire- 
ment benefits. 

He said he developed “per- 
sonal concepts” concerning 
the “use of military forces in 
a civilian domain” during 
this period. This was partly 
tte reason for his interest 
[e Ole Miss crisis. At 


nme time, he noted Ci^ha 
was becoming more and 
more of a national threat. 

On Sept. 25 or 26, 1962, he 
said ht decided to go to 
Mississippi if he learned that 
federal forces would be com- 
mitted to integrate James 
Meredith. 


ON THE DAY before the 
rioting broke out, he said, 
he flew to Jackson, held a 
press conference in which he 
apparently had some diffi- 
culty with reporters, then de- 
cided to go to Oxford, where 
Ole Miss is located. 

Today, he was to detail 
what he said and did when 
he reached the university 
campus. 

Clyde Watts, the general’s 
attorney, said he expects it 
will require about an hour of 
testimony for the ex-division 
commander to tell his story. 

Lawyers for AP, accused 
by the general of fabricating 
a news story that he led a 
charge at U. S. marshals, 
said they would question the 
general on the stand for 
about three hours, possibly 

. Yin oor « -i 
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iWalker Described 
As Student Leader 


FORT WORTH (AP)-An Asso- 
ciated Press newsman’s deposi- 
tion today described former Maj. 
Gen. Edwin A. Walker as the 
leader of a student charge dur- 
ing the 1962 segregation riots at 
the University of Mississippi. 

The newsman, Van Saveli, was 
not present in Dist. Judge Charles 
Murray’s Tarrant County court- 
room when pails of the sworn 
statement were read. Saveli’s dis- 
patches from the Oxford, Miss., 
campus have been cited in Walk- 
efs $2 million libel suit against 
til AP. 

[The second week of the libel 
trial got under way after a week- 
end recess. 

At the weekend recess Friday, 
the plaintiff's case was near an 
end. When Walker’s attorneys 
rest, the AP is expected to 
make motions for dismissal of 
the complaint. Failing these, de- 
fense testimony will be offered 
to the jury of four women and 
eight men chosen June 8. 

Walker, St, contends he was 
libeled by AP stories that he led 
a charge of students against 
U.S. marshals during the Sept. 
30, 1962, desegregation riots at 
the University of Mississippi. 
Two men were killed during a 
crisis over the admission to Ole 
Miss of Negro James Meredith. 

During three days on the wit- 
nels stand last week. Walker 
testified he came from his hrtie 
in J Dallas merely to see wiat 
waff going on at the Oxford 
campus. He said he never 


approached within harassing dis- 
tance of the marshals, and that 
he attempted in a speech to dis- 
suade rioting students from vi- 
olence. 

In cross-examination. AP 
counsel sought to show that 
Walker Interjected himself into 
an explosive situation, although 
aware of federal court orders 
that Meredith's integration into 
the university was not to be in- 
terfered with. 

There was testimony also that 
before he went to Oxford, Walk- 
er sought to rally segregation 
ists, with a broadcast plea tl 
“bring your flag, your tent anl 
your skillet, 10,000 strong. Iroifi 
every state in the union.” 
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Waiter's 
Friend 
To T estify 

A close friend of former Maj. 

Gen. Edwin A. Walker was In 
Washington Tuesday to testify be- 
fore the Warren Commission In- 
vestigating the death of President 
Kennedy. 

He is Robert A. Surrey, a print- 
ing salesman who lives at 3506 
Lindenwood. He left for the na- 
tion’s capital Monday afternoon 
after being subpoenaed to appear 
before the commission at 10 a.m. 

Tuesday. 

Mrs. Surrey said Tuesday morn- 
ing she had ‘liot the vaguest 
idea” what her lusband would be 
questioned abou|J 

However, it is presumed Mr. 

Surrey will be asked questions in 
connection with the April 10, 1063. 
incident when a sniper fired at 
Gen. Walker through the window' 
of his home on Turtle Creek 
Drive. 

Mrs. Surrey said the former 
general telephoned her husband 
immediately after the shooting 
and asked him to come over. Mr. 

Surrey told police at that time hr 
had seen two men in a car in the 
alley behind Gen. Walker’s house 
two nights before the shooting. 

Accused assassin Lee Harvey 
Oswald was suspected of firing 
the bullet at Walker as the former 
general sat working on his income 
tax. Police ballistics tests showed 
the bullet came from a rifle like 
that owned by Oswald, but the 
tests were not conclusive. 

Oswald’s widow, Marina, has 
said her b^b?gd-Jalked about 
shooting at Gen. Walker. 
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AP Resumes Libel 
Defense in Trial 


FORT WORTH (AP)-The As- 
sociated Press resumes today de- 
fense testimony in a 52 million li- 
bel suit brought by former Maj. 
Gen. Edwin A. Walker. Three 
witnesses for the news association 
were heard Tuesday. 

A jury of four women and 
eight men in Dist. Judge 
Charles Murray’s courtroom ai*e 
trying to decide whether the 
AP libeled Walker in news 
stories two years ago out of Ox- 
ford, Miss. These involved a 
segregationist riot Sept. 30, 
1962, on the University of Mis- 
sissippi campus. 

1 falkcr, 54, charged that lie 
fa] lely was reported as leadii 
a charge of student riol 
against U.S. marshals, on duj 
on the campus to insure the en- 
trance to the university of Ne- 
gro James H. Meredith. 

The AP opened its defense on 
Tuesday and among the wit- 
nesses was Craig Ellis, 26, a 
United Press International 
newsman who was on the Ole 
Miss campus during the riots as 
a reporter for the Nashville 
Banner. 

Craig testified that Walker 
made a speech to students from 
a Confederate monument on the 
campus, and added that when 
it ended: 

|’He stood where he wfc for 
a# short period of time, \ then 
filmed left and stepped 
from the monument. He look 


several steps up the walk by 
himself. I recall that one or 
maybe two men caught up with 
him. These two or three, includ- 
ing Gen. Walker, moved 10 or 
12 feet up the sidewal :. 

“About that tune t e people 
listening to him mov< d behind 
him and then a ffclid line 
formed behind the general,” 
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Walker Libel Suit 
In Hands of Jurors 
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BY ED HORN 

Former Maj. Gen. Edwin A. 
Walker’s $2 million libel suit 
against the Associated Press was 
placed in the hands of a four- 
woman, eight-man jury in 17th 
District Court Thursday. 

The jury received the case 
about 4:25 p. m. and began de- 
liberations after closing argu- 
ments by attorneys. 

Judge Charles J. Murray told 
jurors before they retired they 
could set their own hours. 

They decided to go home at 
shortly before 5 p. m. and re- 
sume deliberations at 9 a. m. 
Friday. 

William Andress of Dallas, one 
of-Walker's attorneys, opened the 
final arguments by attacking the 
failure to testify of Van H. 


Saveli, the wire service reporter 
who wrote the story upon which 
the lawsuit is based. 

Saveli wrote in the disputed 
story that Walker led a charge 
of students against 0. S. mar- 
shals at the University of Mis- 
sissippi Sept. 30, 1962, during 
rioting over admission of Negro 
James Meredith to the school. 

The Dallas ex-general, 54, 
claims he was libeled by the 
story. 

“One big portion of this pic- 
ture is missing,” Andress told 
the jurors. “That portion is to 
hear live, from the witness stand 
where we can cross-examine 
him, Van Saveli.” 

Andress said he had always 
heard that all newsmen aspire 
to be writers. 


But, he proclaimed, “I don’t 
think they ought to start their 
career in the first year by writ- 
ing fiction.” 

J. A. (Tiny) Gooch, chief coun- 
sel for AP, answered Andress 
by pointing out that Saveli's 
deposition had been taken and 
used. 

In his low-key argument, 
Gooch briefly outlined evidence 
presented during the trial. 

Walker’s chief attorney, Clyde 
J. Watts of Oklahoma City, 
winced and grabbed some papers 
from the counsel table when 
Gooch pointed out that a United 
Press International report cited 
by the plaintiff had never been 
placed in evidence. 

The UPI report, which stated 
—in direct conflict with the AP 
version— that Walker had cau- 
tioned students against violence, 
had been referred to several 
times by Watts during the trial. 
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Dramatic Appeal 

Watts made a dramatic appeal 
during his argument for Walker, 
whom he said is “a man whose 
concepts of duty, honor, country 
reach a sublime plane of selfless 
devotion.” 
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the question of the absolute sur- 
vival of this country.” 

He claimed the wire service 
was “fighting for the right to 
lie.” 

Watts closed by saying, “Had 
Ted Walker led a charge against 
U. S. marshals, you would have 
heard from that witness stand— 
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questions: 

1. Do you find from the pre- 
ponderance of evidence that the 
statement "Walker led a charge 
against federal marshals on the 
Ole Miss campus" was substan- 
tially true? Was it fair com- 
ment? 

2. Do you find from the pre- 
ponderance of evidence that the 
statement "Walker assumed 
command of the crowd" was 
substantially true? Was it fair 
comment? 

Witnesses Deny Charge 


They also must decide wheth- 
er the AP displayed malice and 
set the amount of damages in 
event they rule for Walker. 

The former general and other 
witnesses testified that he did 
not lead a charge. 

J Several defense witnesses 
at Walker was at the 
ont of a crowd which m 
the direction of the mars 
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Something More Than Libel 1 


Jury Has Walker Suit 

By JACK MOSELEY 


Both sides say the Edwin 
Walker libel trial jury, which 
was deliberating a verdict to- 
day, is making a decision on 
something more than a $2 mil- 
lion damage suit. 

Attorneys for the former 
major general told jurors that 
the Associated Press is fight- 
ing for the “right to lie.” Atty. 
Clyde Watts said the public is 
as dependent upon the public 
press for information as “a 
nursing baby is upon his 
mother.” 

Atty. J. A. Gooch, speaking 
for AP, said the jury is de- 
ciding whether one individual 
can place himself above the 
law. 

Mr. Watts said the very sur- 
vival of the United States is 
involved when news media do 
not report the truth. 

Gen. Walker's lawyers ham- 
mered away that AP, accused 
of writing an untrue account 
of General Walker's activities 
during the University of Mis- 
sissippi integration riots in 
1962, failed to put their “hired 

va =0 


hand,” the reporter, on the 
witness stand. 

Mr. Gooch countered with 
the fact that attorneys for Gen- 
eral Walker had a full day to 
question the writer of the news 
story in question and take his 
statement under oath. 


Mr. Gooch also stressed that 
in 1957, General Walker told 
students at Little Rock’s Cen- 
tral High School that no man 
has a right to place himself 
above the law. 

Then, the attorney argued, 
General Walker, in 1962, said 
“nauseating, nauseatin g,” 
wfin he heard President John 
Kamedy tell the nation the 
same thing on the night of t^e 
ritfes at Ole Miss. 

A verdict is expected today. 
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Walker Gets 
$800,000 
AP Verdict 


BY ROGER SUMMERS 

A 17th District Court jury said 
Friday the Associated Press 
must pay former Maj. Gen. Ed- 
win A. Walker $800,000 as a re- 
sult of the news service’s ac- 
count of the ex-soldier’s activi- 
ties on the University of Mis- 
sissippi campus Sept. 30, 1962. 

Of the amount, $500,000 is for 
actual damages and $300,000 is 
for exemplary or punitive dam- 
ages. 

The jury handed its decision 
to Judge Charles Murray at 
11:15 a. m.— which meant jur- 
ors deliberated 2 horns and 45 
minutes. 

Walker and his chief attorney, 
Clyde Watts of Oklahoma City, 
appeared elated over the deci- 
sion. 

Mother Pleased 

When Judge Murray read the 
jury’s answer aloud— an answer 
which was in Walker's favor— 
the former general and Watts 
turned to each other, smiled and 
shook hands. 

Walker s mother, who was sit- 
ting in the courtroom, said tear- 
fully to her 54-year-old son. 
"They cleared your name." 

Walker filed a $2 million libel 
suit against the AP. One of the 
AP stories involved in the law- 
suit stated that Walker led a 
charge on the Ole Miss campus 
during enrollment of Negro 
James Meredith. 

The jury said Walker did not 
lead a charge and that the AP’s 
statement that he did was not 
substantially true and did not 
donstitute fair comment. 

Finding of Malice 
* ’ITi'elury said: 

1. The AP was 
malice in stating that Walker led 
a charge. 

2. A statement by AP that 
Walker assumed command of a 
crowd was not substantially true. 

3. The statement that Walker 
assumed command of a crowd 
did not constitute fair comment. 

4. The AP was actuated by 
malice in reporting that Walker 
assumed command of a crowd. 

The AP's chief attorney. J. A. 
tTiny) Gooch, said the verdict 
would be appealed. 

Wes Gallagher. AP general 
manager, in a statement, said: 

"The Associated Press will ap- 
peal the verdict of the jury in 
this case. 

"In the light of the evidence 
presented by both sides, the As- 
sociated Press is confident that 


the verdict will not be upheld on 
appeal.” 

The appeal will go to the Sec- 
ond Court of Civil Appeals here, 
the next highest state court. 

Attorneys for AP can ask 
Judge Murray to grant them a 
new trial or file a motion with 
Judge Murray in which they re- 
quest that he set aside the jury ’s 
verdict. 

The trial court judge has the 
right to set aside any verdict 
in whole or in part if the judge 
feels the verdict is not support- 
ed by evidence presented in the 
case. 

After the decision was an- 
nounced, Watts, asked for com- 
ment, referred newsmen to 
Walker. 

Walker walked to the rear of 
the courtroom and shook hands 
with jury members as they left 
the jury box. 

Later, he returned to the 
counsel table and told reporters 
this: 

“The jury has reflected^ the 
Turn to Walker on Page. 6 
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Walker Gets 
$800,000 in 
Libel Suit 



attitude of the entire country 
with respect to false and one- 
sided reporting of the news. 

“I am happy that a jury in 
Fort Worth has proven through 
this incident the overall situa- 
tion with regard to news re- 
porting nationally and interna- 
tionally. 

“The AP’s defense was based 
on the right of a news service 
to lie. a news service which 
has over 6.000 outlets in over 
100 countries in at least 50 trans- 
lations." 

After making the statement to 
reporters, Walker, carrying his 
large Western-style hat, walked 
from the courtroom In the com- 
ny of his mother and 
had sat behind him 
twoweek lawsuit. 

He chatted with them, [shak- 
ing their hands. 
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Walker Gets 
Libel Award 


FORT WORTH, Tex. (AP)- 
A Fort Worth District Court 
jury said today former Maj. 
Gen. Edwin A. Walker was li- 
beled by Associated Press 
stories during the 1962 Univer- 
sty of Mississippi race riot. 

The AP immediately gave no- 
tice of appeal 
The jury, in answering ques- 
tions given by the judge, said 
Walter should receive $500,000 
for tactual damages and $300,000 
for J exemplary or punitive dam- 
ages. 

'The Associated Press will 
appeal the verdict of the jury 
in this case.*' said Wes Gal- 
lagher, AP general manager, 
in a statement. 

"In the light of the evidence 
presented by both sides, The 
Associated Press is confident 
that the verdict will not be up- 
held on appeal,” Gallagher 
said. 

i NEXT HIGHEST COURT 
appeal will go to the next 
state court, the 2nd 
Civil Appeals, also in 
Fort Worth, 

The verdict, after two hours 


..NEXT HI 

The appeal 
highest stati 
Ccju't of Civ 


[strict Court 
lurfray. The 
If lan hour, 
, [then re- 


and 15 minutes of deliberation, 
climaxed a nine-day trial of a 
civil suit in which Walker asked 
$2 million alleged damages. 

The case went to the jury of 
four women and eight men late 
Thursday after nine days of 
trial before 17th District Court 
Judge Charles J. Mi 
panel met about half 
elected a foreman, 
cessed. 

In final arguments, attorneys 
for the former Army major 
general said some AP stories of 
Walkers actions during the 
Sept. 30, 1962, segregation riot 
at the University of Mississippi 
were "mighty close to fiction, 
with lots of embellishments." 
The AP contended its reports 
were accurate in fact and sub- 
stance, without malice. 

Walker filed suit asking $1 
million for alleged damages and 
another $1 million as exemplary 
damages or punishmeif. Walker 
also filed similar suit# totaling 
more than $20 millioi against 
other newspapers and maga- 
zines. The suit here was the 
first to come to trial. 
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Suit Won 
By Walker 
Against AP 

FORT WORTH, Texas (AP) - 
Former Maj. Gen. Edwin A. 
Walker Friday won an $800,000 
libel judgment against the Asso- 
ciated Press, in connection with 
stories about his activities during 
the 1962 segregation riot at the 
University of Mississippi. He had 
asked damages of $2,000,000. 

A district court jury delibe- 
rated 2 hours and 15 minutes in 
finding the AP guilty of falsely 
describing Walker as assuming 
command of student rioteers and 
leading them in a charge against 
U.S. marshals on the Ole Miss 
campus Sept. 30, 1962. 

The AP’s general manager, Wes 
Gallagher, said in a statement 
following the verdict: 

"The Associated Press will ap- 
peal the verdict of. the jury in 
this case. In tfce light of the evi- 
dence presented by both sides, 
the Associated Press is confi- 
dent that the verdict will not be 
upheld on appeal.” 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


Walker said the jury verdict 
justified hijf’ position": 

Walker, 54, filed more than 
$20,000,000 in libel suits against 
the AP and various newspapers 
as an outgrowth of the rioting 
nearly two years ago over the 
admission to the University of 
Mississippi of Negro James Mere- 
dith, 

The Fort Worth suit was the 
first to come to trial. 

In a verdict, the jury held that 
an AP statement that Walker 
"led a charge of students against 
federal marshals on the Ole Miss 
campus” was false, that it did 
not constitute fair comment, was 
not made in good faith and was 
actuated by malice. 

The jury then made a similar 
finding on a statement by the 
AP that on the night of the mob 
riot "Walker assumed command 
of the crowd.” 

The jury awarded Walker 
$500,000 for damage to his repu- 
tation and for mental anguish. It 
added an additional $300,000 as 
punishment for Vhe malice which 
it held was inflicted upon Walker. 
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Walker Winsj 
Libel Award; 
AP To Appeal 

FORT WORTH (AP)— A jury of 
four women and eight men in 
Fort Worlh District Court 
ruled Friday that former Maj. 
Gen. Edwin A. Walker was libeled 
by Associated Press stories of his 
part in the 1962 University of Mis- 
sissippi race riot. 

The Associated Press gave 
immediate notice of appeal to 
the next highest state court, the 
2nd Court of Civil Appeals in 
Fori Worth. 

The verdict, after nine days 
of trial and 2 hours and 15 min- 
u|es of deliberation, said Walk- 
el should have $500,000 for 
tifcl damages and $300,000 Jr 
exemplary damages or punin- 
ment. 


Walker had asked $2 million 
in [alleged damages. This was 
tha first suit to come Ja^irf5Tc)f 
a Series totaling more than $20 
million filed by Walker against 
the AP and various newspapers 
after the campus riot following 
admission of Negro student 
James H. Meredith. Two per- 
sons were killed in the riot. 

Testimony showed groups of 
students attacked U.S. marshals 
with rocks, sticks and bottles 
throughout the night of Sept. 30, 
1962, and the marshals fired 
tear gas in return. Walker said 
he was on the campus in the 
midsl of the disturbance for al- 
mostJfive hours but said he went 
thcixj only to observe and his 
only /active pari w as to make a 
speech. The AP said its stories 
were tine in fact and sub- 
stance. 

AP General Manager Wes 
Gallagher said in a statement 
following the verdict: 

"The Associated Press will 
appeal the verdict of the jury 
in this case. In the light of the 
evidence presented by both 
sides The Associated Press is 
confident that the verdict will 
not be upheld on appeal.” 

Walker said tha£ tty* jury ver- 
dict justified* ms position. 
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General Walker JuryTalked 


'No Politics/ Pa nel Members Say 


By JACK MOSELEY 

The jury’s job is finished. 

They have ruled that the 
Associated Press must pay 
former Maj. Gen. Edwin 
Walker $800,000 in damages 
because of a news story writ- 
ten In 1962. 

Now begins the long trial 
for appeal for AP’s at- 
torneys. 

But what of the jury? Were 
they Influenced by politics? 
How did they reach their ver- 
dict? Could anything have 
changed it? 

The Press went after the 
answers, found six of the 
jurors. 

It seemed significant to the 
jurors that the writer of the 
AP story did not take the 
witness stand. Only his writ- 
ten deposition was read, 
claiming General Walker led 
the charge on U. S. marshals 
during the integration riots at 
the University of Mississippi. 
Could his testimony In person 
have changed the verdict? 

The verdict was reached 
openly by a show of hands, 
without a secret ballots 

At no time, some jurors re- 
ported, was politics, the Ken- 
nedy Administration or Gen- 
eral Walker’s membership in 
the John Birch Society, or 
civil rights discussed. 


West Point graduate a mil- 
lion dollars in actual dam- 
ages. The jury finally agreed 
on $500,000, plus another 
$300,000 as punishment to the 
wire service for distributing 
the story. 

These are comments of 
jurors contacted: 

Mrs. T. E. Tomlinson of 
4001 Pershing, wife of a ma- 
terials and testing engineer, 
a Democrat who agrees with 
President Johnson “most of 
the time.” “I don’t believe in 
everything General Walker 
has done. But I think he was 
entitled to some compensa- 
tion for the libel they printed 


about him.” 

Bennie E. Jones of 2225 
Moneda, heavy e q u ipment 
operator for the county health 
department, Democrat. “Im 
not a General Walker fan. 
But I don’t think that had 
anything to do with it. I just 
called it exactly like I saw 
it.” 

J. H. Downs Sr. of 3115 NW 
32nd. “I’m only a welder who 
has lived in Fort Worth most 
of my life. But I wouldn’t 
take a deed to the entire 
United States for my name. 
He (General Walker) had to 
be damaged according to the 
charge we got from the judge. 


He’s (General Walker) a won- 
derful man.” 

Mrs. I. A. Smith of 3537 
Ruth Rd., wife of a Federal 
Aviation Agency engineer. 

“We never discussed his . s tt 
membership in the John ,c * 
Birch Society or civil rights,” 

Waverly L. Johnson of 5709 
Whitman Ave., assistant avia- 
tion director for the City of 
Fort Worth, Democrat. “I 
generally agree with him 
(General Walker) in what he 
said on the witness stand. I 
think we all did.” Mr. John- 
son said he did not take the 
verdict to be an attack on the 
American press in general. 


"Fort Worth Press" 
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THE VOTE WAS taken 
after jurors read the sworn 
testimony of Van Saveli, the 
newsman who wrote that 
General Walker led a charge 
of students at federal officers. 

At least one member of the 
2 — jnfjr 3 wanted to aerard- tao 
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Wire Service Will Appeal 
Verdict Favoring Walker 


An Associated Press spokes- 
man said the wire service will 
appeal an $800,000 lilbel suit 
verdict against it won Friday 
by former Maj. Gen. Edwin 
A. Walker. 

An all-white, four - woman 
eight-man jury in 17th District 
Court awarded Walker the 
damages at 11:15 a. m. Fri- 
day, ruling libelous an AP ac- 
count of the ex-soldier’s ac- 
tivities during rioting at the 
University of Mississippi Sept. 
30, 1962. 

AP General Manager Wes 
Gallagher, in a statement 
made after the verdict, said: 

“The Associated Press will 
appeal the verdict of the jury 
in this case. 

“In the light of the evidence 
presented by both sides, the 
Associated Press is confident 
that the verdict will not be 
upheld on appeal." 

* * * 

CLYDE J. WATTS, chief 
counsel for Walker, said, how- 
ever: 

“They have as much chance 
of reversing this case as I 
have of flying out that win- 
dow, around the First National 
iBank) Building and back.” 

“Oh, we’ll crucify them in 
Mississippi, and in Louisiana, 
too,’* Watts said to two young 
men, one of them an Ole 
Miss student who had testi- 
fied. “And they deserve it, 
too," he added. 

“Like I told the jury yes- 
terday, they (AP) were fight- 
ing for the right to Ire,” the 
attorney rejoiced. 

Watts mentioned he thought 
the verdict — made in the 
iight such ir r 


come to trial — would help 
Walker's political career. 

* * ♦ 

THE DALLAS ex-general 
unsuccessfully sought the 
Democratic nomination for 
governor in 1962. 

Amon Carter Jr., Carter 
Publications, Inc., the Star- 
Telegram and WBAP radio and 
television stations also were 
originally named as defend- 
ants when the suit was first 
filed. 

But all defendants except the 
Associated Press were dis- 
missed at the motion of Wal- 
ker’s attorneys before the case 
went to trial. 

Jurors capped the two- week 
trial after deliberating two 
hours and 45 minutes. 

They awarded the 54-year- 
old Walker $500,000 in actual 
damages and $300,000 in ex- 
emplary or punitive damages. 

Judge Charles Murray said 
later the plaintiff filed a mo- 
tion for judgment Friday 


afternoon. Interest — $133 per 
day — will accumulate as soon 
as the judgment is signed, if 
it is, until final disposition of 
the ease. 

However, attorneys for AP, 
headed locally by J. A. (Tiny) 
Gooch, can request a new trial 
or ask that the jury verdict 
be set aside. 

* * • 

JUDGE MURRAY has the 
right to set aside any verdict 
in whole or in pail: if he feels 
the verdict is not supported 
by evidence presented in the 
case. 

If the trial court judge en- 
ters judgment for Walker, the 
case will go to the Second 
Court of Civil Appeals here, 
the next highest court. 

The story in dispute, writ- 
ten by Van H. Saveli, said 
Walker led a charge of rioting 
students and assumed com- 
mand of a crowd during Ole 
Miss rioting over admission 
of Negro James Meredith. 

But the jury ruled that Wal- 
ker did not lead a charge and 
that he did not take command 
of a crowd. 

Jurors also held that the 
statements by AP were not. 
Jair consent, were not made 
tn SflrcT’' faith, and ,?ihat-lhg 





/ 


wiie service was actuated by 
malice. 

* * * 

AFTER THE decision, Wal- 
ker walked to the rear of the 
courtroom and shook hands 
with the jurors as they filed 
out of the jury box. 

“The jury has reflected the 
attitude of the entire country 
with respect to false and one- 
sided reporting of the news. 

“I am happy that a jury in 
Fort Worth has proven 
through this incident the over- 
all situation with regard to 
news reporting nationally and 
internationally. 

“The AP*s defense was 
based on the right of a news 
service to lie, a news service 
which has over 6,000 outlets 
in over 100 coun tides in at 
least 50 translations." 
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jWalker Jury Award 
Reduced $300,000 


f ORT WORTH (A P) - District 
C )urt Judge Charles Murray to- 
d ly reduced foiTner Maj. Gen. 
E twin A. Walker’s jury award in 
his libel suit against the Associ- 


ated Press from $800,000 to $500,- 

000 . 

The judge also ruled that the 
Associated Press was not actu- 
ated by malice in wilting about 
Walker’s activities on the Univer- 
sity of Mississippi campus. The 
jury said the Associated Press 
was. 

Walker filed the lawsuit in con- 
nection with the Associated Press 
accounts of his activities on the 
Ole Miss campus during enroll- 
ment of Negro James Meredith 
Sept. 30, 1962. 

The jury in June said Walker 
should be given $500,000 for actual 
damages and $300,000 for exem- 
plary or punishment damages. 

Since Judge Murray said no 
malice existed, he threw out the 
jury award of $300,000 for exam- 
plary damages. 

attorney J. A. Gooch, who rep- 
ented the Associated Pr *ss, 
he would have no comnent 
un^l after reading Judge Murn y’s 
decision. 
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Both Sides Ask Judgment 
In Walker Suit Against AP 


Attorneys for 


former Maj. 


Gen. Edwin A. Walker formally 
asked- 17th Disfict Court .Judge 
Charles Murray Thursday to 
sign a judgmert in compliance 
with an $«00,00( jury verdict in 
Walker’s favor. 

But attorneys for the Associat- 
ed Press, who Valker sued for 
libel and against whom the jury 
decision was rendered, request- 
ed that Murray set aside the 
jury verdict an{i sign a judg- 
ment in the AP’s favor. 

The request cpme in a 14- 
hour hearing before Murray, 
who cut his vacation short to 
hear the arguments. 

At the conclusion, Murray an- 
nounced that he would study law 
books for several days and no- 
tify attorneys for both sides of 
his decision in a letter, which 
may be made public as early 
as Tuesday. 

AP’s Argument 
The AP’s chief attorney, J. A. 
(Tiny) Gooch, told Murray: 

"It is respectfully submitted 
that the jury’s verdict should be 
disregarded in its entirety and 
judgment entered for the defend- 
ant because of the undisputed 
activities of plaintiff < Walker », 
which were certainly of a nature 
as to cause a viewer to describe 
them as did the writer for the 
AP.’’ 

Walker filed the lawsuit as a 
result of AP accounts of his 
activities on the University of 
Mississippi campus Sept. 130, 
1962. 


no evidence of malice presented 
the jury. The jury, in reaching 
its decision June 19, said AP was 
actuated by malice. 

‘Arrogance* Charged 
One of the attorneys for Walk- 
er, Clyde Watts, (insisted that 
Murray should sustain the jury’s 
verdict. 

He said there has been "a rise 
of arrogance and tyranny" on 
the part of news media. 

He said news media have the 
right to comment editorially and 
told Murray, "They can comment 
but they can not lie " 

Watts said there are two trage- 
dies relative to Walker’s situa- 
tion — one that Walker was 


forced to spend six days and 
nights in a "prison nut house" 
after his appearance on the Ole 
Miss campus and the other that 
news media are "inclined to 
teach young men to he." 

Watts said that the AP account 
of Walker’s activities on the dam- 
pus were handled "in a slipihod 
and careless manner." * 
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A 21 • year - old AP reporter. 
Van Saveli, wrote that Walker 
led a charge against U. S. mar- 
shals. 

Gooch said that witnesses tes- 
tified "at one time or another 
that plaintiff led a group of per- 
sons westward toward the mar- 
shals . . .’’ 

‘Substantially True* 

Gooch said evidence conflict- 
ed only as to the number that 
followed Walker and that this 
the statement that Walker led a 
movement substantially w a s 
true. * — p 

Gooch added that Walker "ad- 
vertised of his own volition his 
appearance on the campus of 
the University of Mississippi for 
several days prior to his actual 
entry." 

Had tlie press not reported a 
followup on Walker's activities. 
Gooch said. "The press would 
have been less than honest with 
its readers.’’ 

Under Murray’s definitions of 
comment, leadership and charg- 
ing. Gooch stated. "The jury 
could not have in good con- 
science answered the issues sub- 
mitted in any way other than 
that the alleged libelous state- 
ments were true in substance 
and were fair comment." 

Gooch also insisted there was 
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Attorneys Argue 
Walker Verdict 

Attorneys for former Maj. 
Gen. Edwin A. Walker and the 
Associated Press argued their 
causes for 1V£ hours Thursday in 
17th District Court. 

The ex-soldier’s lawyers asked 
.Judge Charles Murray to enter 
judgment in line with an $800 000 
jury verdict for Walker, and AP 
lawyers asked that the jury find- 
ing be set aside. 

Judge Murray, who cut short 
his vacation to hear the argu- 
ments, announced he would noti- 
fy j*>th sides by letter of his 
decision, possibly as soon as 
Tuesday. 

Walker won the $800,000 ver- 
dict last month during the two- 
week-long trial of a libel suit 
against the wire service. 

He charged, and the jury 
found, that an Ap story of his 
activities during rioting which 
accompanied enrollment of Ne- 
gro James Meredith into the Uni- 
Mississi ppi was^ li- 
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AP, Loser to Walker, 
Asks New Libel Trial 


Attorneys for the Associated 
Press asked 17th Dist. Court 
Jwlges Charles Murray yester- 
dtfr to grant a new trial in the 
Elwin A. Walker libel case. 

JA jury awarded the former 
major general $800,000 in dam- 


ages June 26. Judge Murray 
later reduced this amount to 
$500,000 after ruling the wire 
service showed no malice. 

He let stand, however, the 
jury’s finding that AP errone- 
ously reported that General 
Walker “led a charge” against 
federal marshals during the 
Ole Miss integration riots. 

The motion filed today, al- 
leges that the jury’s verdict was 
“manifestly wrong and unjust.” 
And it stated the damage sum 
awarded was “grossly exces- 
sive.” 

Judge Murray also today 
signed an order giving the AP 
the right to file an amended 
motion for a new trial within 
20 days. That motion is expect- 
ed to be filed and is expected to 
contain detailed arguments as 
to why a new trial should be 
granted. 

No order will be handed 
down by Judge Murray until 
the 20 d a y s has elapsetr " 
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/udge Asked 
To Set Aside 
Walker Ruling 

The Associated Press Wednes- 
day asked Judge Charles Mur- 
ray in 17th District Court to set 
aside a libel judgment won by 
former Maj. Gen. Edwin A. 
Walker and order a new trial. 

A jury decided that Walker 
should receive $800,000 in dam- 
ages because of the wire serv- 
ice^ accounts of his role at the 
University of Mississippi campus 
during rioting over enrollment of 
James Mereditn, a Negro. 

Judge Murray recently re- 
duced the award to $500,000. 
i The AP attorneys have 80 
d ays to file an amended motion 
f >r a new trial after which Judge 
ft hirray will schedule a heariig 
oh the motion. • 


i 
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AP Accuses Walker Libel ]ury~ 
Of Misconduct, Asks New Trial 


The jury which awarded for- 
mer Maj. Gen. Edwin A. Walk- 
er a libel verdict of $800,000 
against the Associated Press. 
Monday was charged with 
misconduct by attorneys for 
the wire service. 

The lawyers backed up their 
assertion with affidavits from 
two jurors who stated that tw’o 
other jurors had said all news 
media release false and ma- 
licious news reports. 

• • • 

the MISCONDUCT charge 
was made in an amended mo- 
tion for a new trial which— 
along with the affidavits — 
was filed in 17th District 
Court, where the suit was tried 
in June. 

In one of the sworn affi- 
davits. one juror, M. L. Meri- 
weather. said: 

9 “Two jurors stated that all 
news media had in the past 
been guilty of false and ma- 
i licious news reports. One jur- 


or stated that news services 
were always publishing false 
and malicious reports. 

“One juror stated that we 
should award Walker $1 mil- 
lion because the Associated 
Press had plenty (of money) 
and would never miss it. 


financial resources and a state- 
ment that the plaintiff never 
gets the damages for which 
he sues were not in evidence. 

Since the statements were 
not in evidence, the attorneys 
argued, it was improper for 
jurors to consider them. 
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“At some time before or dur- 
ing the deliberations a juror 
remarked that a Georgia toot- 
ball coach had gotten a big 
libel damage award.’* 

* * ♦ 

IN A DEPOSITION taken 
June 24, another juror. W. J. M. 
Tarter, agreed he had heard 
two jurors condemn all news 
media, but added, “In my 
opinion this malicious report- 
ing did not affect the verdict." 

The attorneys for the wire 
service charged that the state- 
ments by the unnamed jurors 
displayed prejudice against 
news media. 

They also charged that the 
statement concerning the AP’s 


The lawyers asked for a 
new trial of the lawsuit on the 
basis of their misconduct 
charge. 

Judge Charles J. Murray set 
a hearing on the motion for 
9:30 a. m. Sept. 18. 

The jurist in July reduced 
the amount of the jury's 
award to Walker to $500,000. 

* * # 

JURORS AWARDED Walk- 
er $500,000 for actual dam- 
ages and $300,000 for punitive 
damages. But Judge Murray 
ruled Walker was not entitled 
to punitive damages. 

The -allegedly libelous st 
concerrfcd Walker’s activity 
during Trioting which accoi 
panied ^enrollment of Negr 
James Meredith into the Uni- 
versity of Mississippin in the 
fall of 1962. 

Amon Carter Jr., the Star* 
Telegram, Carter Publcations. 
Inc., and WBAP radio and 
television stations also were 
named as defendants in Walk- 
er’s original petition but were 
dismissed upon motion of 
attorneys. <■ * 
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|AP Attorneys Moving Step by Stef 


mnoox McDowell 

Attorneys for the Associated 
Press will not have wasted 
their time if Judge Charles J. 
Murray overrules (heir motion 
for a new trial in the Edwin A. 
Walker libel case. 

The wire service's lawyers 
will have completed another 
step in perfecting an appeal if 
the 17th District Court judge de- 
nies them a new trial. 

..The motion filed Monday in 
Murray's court alleges that ju- 


rors, who awarded the former 
Army major general $800,000 in 
June, were guilty of misconduct 
during their deliberations. 

Along with the motion, the at- 
torneys submitted affidavits 
from two jurors who stated that 
two other jurors had said all 
news media release false and 
malicious news reports. 

Also allegedly made by jury 
members were statements about 
a Georgia football coach get- 
ting a large libel award, that 


the AP has a lot of money and 
wouldn't miss what it * paid 
Walker, and (hat the plaintiff 
never gets the damages for 
which he sues. 

Jury misconduct such as al- 
leged by the wire service can 
be defined as introduction of 
evidence by a juror during de- 
liberation rather than by a wit- 
ness in court and consideration 
of this evidence by the jury in 
reaching a verdict. 


usual, especially in civjl dam-' 
age suits. Here is an example of 
a type frequently alleged by the 
losing side in suits growing out 
of auto accidents: 

A juror is accused of telling 
other members of the panel 
that he has had a dispute with 
an insurance company. He 
points out that the defendant is 
covered by insurance. 

“Let’s make this company 
pay off because the plaintiff 
certainly neetfs money and the 
insurance company wouldn’t 
miss it anyway,” he is accus- 
ed of saying. 

Other jurors, it is often al- 
agre e and retur n a ver- 
dftffUr tfle plaintiff. ~~ 


Such allegations are not un- 


•n 

D 

i 

05 

C. 

o 

3 

< 


05 

I 

05 

u> 





rh 


S 

'*! 
CO r+ 
e+ • 




Pi 

*1 


H 

H 

bf ft 


ft 

ft *t 
* P> 
J* B 

06 2 


O 

ti- 

er 


3 ~ 
<t 3 

$ O- 
« O 


V (II 

® _ 
* Q 

n £ 


Q Q 

S a 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


# Murrav h as called 
for Sept. ^8 on the 
for a new trial. Here’s what 
will happen then: 

Some — perhaps all — mem- 
bers of the jury will be called 
to testify about what was dis- 
cussed in the jury room. 

If testimony shows that jurors 
did introduce evidence, Murray 
will decide if the evidence was 
material to the Walker case. 

If material, he must then de- 
cide if the evidence affected the 
verdict. 

If the verdict was affected, 
a new trial will be ordered. If 
not, attorneys for the AP will 
have completed their second 
round in perfecting an appeal. 

Before an appellate court will 
hear a case, all errors claimed 
must have been presented to 
the trial judge and denied. The 
trial judge must be given first 
opportunity to correct error. 

The AP lawyers’ first ap- 
pellate move was introduction 
of a motion to set aside the 
Judgment < the $800,000*. H 
jhey were partially successfi 
llurray threw out the $300J 
punitive 
Walker. 


damages 
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AP's Attempt to Get 
Another Trial Fails 


Judge Charles J. Murray of 
17th District Court Wednesday 
ruled that the Associated Press 
is not entitled to a new trial in 
the libel suit brought against it 
by former Maj. Gen, Edwin A. 

, 'walker. 

Attorneys for the wire service 
had asked for the new trial on 
grounds of jury misconduct dur- 
ing the deliberations in which 
jurors decided to award Walker 
$800,000, which was reduced to 
$500,000 by the court. 
t Judge Murray state d in a let- 
rei iii iirt 4 attorneys that a juror 


said AP was always hurting 
someone and printing false and 
malicious reports. 

The jurist also found that jur- 
ors made statements that the 
wire service had plenty of mon- 
ey and would never miss it, and 
that a football coach had re- 
ceived a subtantial libel award. 

He ruled that t h e last two 
statements constituted miscon- 
duct, but held that none of the 
statements affected t fye outcom e 
of the case. 
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New Trial Denied 
In Walker Libel 
Suit Against AP 

West Texas Bureau of The News 

FORT WORTH, Texas - Dist. 
Judge Charles J. Murray Wednes- 
day overruled an Associated 
Press motion for a new trial con- 
cerning libel charges brought by 
former Maj. Gen. Edwin A. 
Walker. 

The wire service, which has 
been ordered to pay Walker 
$500,000, had sought a new trial 
on the grounds of jury miscon- 
duct. 

Judge Murray found that one or 
more jurors did make statements 
concerning the wire service’s fi- 
nances and about a football 
coach’s libel award, which did 
constitute jury misconduct. 

But, a the same time, he ruled 
the jury misconduct was not ma- 
terial to the case, and did not 
affect the jury’s final decision. 

AP attorneys indicated they 
would appeal. 
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Conservatives Set 




For Third Party 


CHICAGO (U PI) —The j gbngress 
of Conservatives endejr ^hr^e 1 
day meeting Saturday with a 
pledge “to participate in the for- 
mation of a national anti-Commu- 
nist paily.” 

A declaration said delegates to 
the meeting would comprise an 
advance committee to “encour- 
age the formation of appropriate 
new state parties, support exist- 
ing independent parties, seek the 
achievement of a national com- 
mittee and encourage the appear- 
ance of potential candidates for 
the new national party’s nomina- 
tion.” 

Delegates roared approval of a 
16-point action program prepared 
by the Political Action Executive 
committee. 

The action program urged lib- 
erating Cuba "from its Commu- 
nist conquerors.” 

"We should capture Chinese and 
Russian Communists now based 
in Cuba, and hold them as hos- 
tages pending retease of Amer- 
icans from Russia and Red 
China,” the program said. 

It also would: 

-Re-establish free government 
orf the mainland of China ”as a 
pfi’iuanent solution to Communist 
aggression in Southeast Asia.” 

1-End "federal support of Com- 
munist subversion of America 


through agitation of racial turmoil 
‘in the streets.” 

—Break relations with Russia 
and the East European satellites 
and continue nonrecognition of 
Red China. 

—"Reappraise the political and 
military doctrines which have, 
during the past 20 years, reduced 
the United States from a position 
of incomparable power to a con- 
dition of national peril" and "stop 
unilateral disarmament.” 

The action program also pro- 
posed that the United States with- 
draw from all projects that would 
establish world government, se- 
verely restrict permanent immi- 
gration and "eliminate unconsti- 
tutional and uneconomic business 
and industrial operations of the 
federal government,” which would 
"make practical the repeal of 
the Marxist -oriented graduated 
federal income tax.” 

Kent Courtney, New Orleans, 
La., publisher and chairman of 
the meeting, asked delegates to 
indicate their support of the dec- 
laration and action program. 

They stood and cheered. 
Following the acceptance, for- 
mer Maj. Gen. Edwin A. Walker 
told the audience: 

"I know you feel the histortcal 
importance of the event of (this 
hour. We do not have a parti in 
America today — any party.! We 
have only a dictatorship.” 
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Gen. Waiter’s 
Suit Dismissed 

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (UPI) - U.S. 
Dist. Court Judge James F. Gor- 
don Thursday dismissed a $2,000,- 
000 libel suit filed against the 
Courier-Journal, Louisville Times 
and WHAS Inc., by former Maj. 
Gen. Edwin Walker. 

Walker claimed that the news- 
papers and radio and television 
hinted and broadcast libelous 
statements about his activities at 
the University of Mississippi in 
1962 during demonstrations protest- 
ing the enrollment of James Mer- 
edith. 

Gordon based his opinion on the 
U.S. Supreme Court decision in 
t8e case of Sullivan vs. New York 
liimes Co. The Supreme Coilrt 
Weld that a public official is rbt 
Iroeled unless he can prove actual 
malice. 
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Walker Owes 




Tax, IRS Says 

WASHINGTON (UPI) - The Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) says former Maj. 
Gen, Edwin A. Walker o wes $3,863 on his 
1961 income tax. 

Walker quit the Army that year after 
being relieved of a command post in Ger- 
many on grounds that he was indoctrinat- 
ing his troops with right-wing propaganda. 
A year later he ran unsuccessfully for Gov- 
ernor of Texas. 

The IRS claim came to light in a peti- 
tion filed by Walker with the U.S. Tax 
Court here. He denied that he owed the 
government any money and said, in fact, 
that he has a refund coming. 

The IRS said Walker failed to report 
$540 in rents he collected in 1961 on a piece 
of property, and another $400 of income 
from a hunting lease. It said Walker also 
made "unallowable deductions” of $12,239 
for business costs and $729 for entertain- 
ment expenses. 

In his answer. Walker said that under 
the statute of limitations it is too late for 
the government to try to collect taxes 
from him for 1961. He also said he had a 
refund coming for that year because he 
failed to deduct another $1,155 in allow- 
able business expenses. 

Walker told The Dallas News Wednes- 
clay night the IRS had "held up my ac- 
counts for over four years. They have 
spent more money trying to retrieve what 
they allege they deserve than what the 
total amount if worth.” 


(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


"The Dallas 
Morning News” 
Dallas, Texas 


Date: i ° V « . v. T 

Edition: 

Author: 

Editor: 

Title: 


Jack B. Krueger 

Character: 

or 

Classification : 

Submitting Office: 


Being Investigated 



FD-350 (4-3-62) 




■X - ^ 




(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


Importance 
Of Report 
Downgraded 

1 Police “I 
ihe impon 


“long ago” downgraded 
importance of reports that 
men fled in cars from the vicinity 
of Maj. Geq. Edwin A. Walker’s 
home the n$iT of April 10 after 
a sniper shot at the former mili- 
tary commander, police sources 
agreed Saturday. 

A newspaper story Saturday re- 
counted a young boy’s account 
last April of seeing three men 
leaving hurriedly after the shot 
was fired. That report clouded a 
possibility that the Walker sniper 
was Lee Harvey Oswald, pro- 
Marxist accused of murdering 
President Kennedy. 

A high-powered rifle bullet, 
fired from the alley, slammed 
into the wall barely an inch above 
the ex-general’s head as he sat 
at a desk. 

Renewed interest in the case 
was stirred Thursday by a fcd- 
eral source’s disclosure that Os- 
wald’s Russian-born widow had 
told the FBI her husband boasted 
of trying to kill Walker. 

The attempt on Walker’s life 
came two days after he had le- 
tumed to his home at 4011 Turtle 
Creek fron^_»_ 2 ro££^country “Cru- 


sade Against Communism” toi 
with evangelist Billy Hargis. 

One investigator, on the Walk< 
case from the beginning, 
Saturday he doubted the accura- 
cy of reports by persons who re- 
lated seeing men dash off in cars 
the night of the sniper attack. 

The investigator said the 
youth’s version was discarded, 
along with others, mainly because 
all reports failed to agree on the 
facts, such as color of the cars. 

ALSO, A DALLAS man said 
Saturday the FBI has recently 
taken pounds of expended shells 
from his public gun range in an 
attempt to determine whether Lee 
Harvey Oswald practiced firing 
there prior to the presidential as4 
sassination. 

Floyd Davis, operator of the 
Sportsdrome Gun Range nea# 
Grand Prairie, said three differ- 
ent individuals had informed him 
they had seen Oswald at the 
range as recently as five days 
before the assassination. 

Davis said, however, that neith- 
er he nor his wife, Virginia, had 
ever seen the accused slayer. 

The Dallas FBI office refused 
comment. „ 
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Court Affirms $500,000 Judgment 
In Walker Libel Suit Against AP 


By ROGER SUMMERS 
The second Court of Civil Ap- 
peals here today affirmed a 17th 
District Court ruling that the 
Associaled Press must pay for- 
mer Maj. Gen. Edwin A. Walker 
$500,000 in libel damages . 

The ex-soldier was given the 
judgment for damages as a re- 
sult of the news service’s ac- 
count of his activities on the 
University of Mississippi cam- 
pis Sept. 30, 1962. 

Attorneys for the AP are ex- 
pected to appeal to the Supreme 
CJurt of Texas. 


The jury, in its verdict June 
19, 1964, gave the former gen- 
eral $500,000 in actual damages 
and $300,000 for exemplary or 
punishment damages. 

But on July 31. 1964, I7ih Dis- 
trict Court Judge Charles A. 
Murray cut out the $300,000 ex- 
emplary award. 

On making the reduction. 
Judge Murray ruled the AP was 
not actuated by malice and, 
therefore. Walker was not en- 
titled to the exemplary dam- 
ages. 

Concerning the actual dam- 


ages, the appellate court’s three 
judges wrote in their opinion, 
“From our investigation and 
study of the record we are un- 
able to find any legal justifica- 
tion to disturb the award of 
damages. If any improper in- 
fluences were present they do 
not appear from the record. 
Under the pleadings the ap- 
pellee (Walker) sought damages 
including exemplary damages, 
in the sum of $2 million.” 


(Indicate page, name of 
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Concerning exemplary dam- 
ages, the appeals court said: 

“In view of all the surround- 
ing circumstances, the rapid 
and confused occurrence of 
events on the occasion in ques- 
tion, and in the light of all the 
evidence, we hold that appel- 
lee (Walker) failed to prove 
malice as defined, and the trial 
court was correct in setting 
aside said findings.” 

Judge Murray, in his instruc- 
tions to the jury, said: 

“You are instructed that by 
the term ’malice* is meant ill 
will, bad or evil motive, or that 
entire want of care which would 
raise the belief that the act or 
omission complained of was the 
result of a conscious indiffer- 
ence to the right or welfare of 
the person to be affected by it.” 
Attorneys for the AP, during 
a hearing before Judge Murray, 
once sought a new trial on the 
basis of alleged jury miscon- 
duct. 

On this matter the appellate 
court said. **wc find no error 
in the action of the court in 
overruling the appellant’s (the 
AP’s) amended motion for new 
trial because of alleged miscon- 
tihci ol I!he jury.” # * 
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CoufFTCebffirms 

WalkerJudgment 

For $500,000 


FORT WORTH (AP) - The 
Second Court of Civil Appeals 
affirmed today a $500,000 judg- 
ment won by former Maj. Gen. 
Edwin A. Walker in a libel suit 
against the Associated Press. 

The court rejected Walker’s 
cross appeal for an additional 
$300,000 punitive damages on 


grounds of malice. 

Walker won an $800,000 judg- 
ment fro m a jury in 17th District 
Court on June 19, 1964, growing 
out of the AP’s account of Walk- 
er’s activities during the riot 
that erupted when James Mere- 
dith, a Negro, enrolled in the 
University of Mississippi. Walk- 
er w r as awarded $500,000 in 
actual damages and $300,000 in 
in punitive damages. 

District Court Judge Charles 
A. Murray later set aside the 
award for punitive damaged 
s lying the AP was not actuate! 
b f malice in writing of Walker! 
a Jtivities. * 

A spokesman for the AP said 
the decision would be appealed. 
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Walker Boosts ‘Man oi* God’ 


By LAWRENCE MADDRY 

Virtlnian-Pilof Still Writer 


CHESAPEAKE - Former 
Army Maj. Gen. Edwin A. Walk- 
er, on a campaign tour of South- 
er states for presidential candi- 
date George C. Wallace, told a 
Labor Day audience here Mon- 
day that President Lyndon B. 
Johnson is “the rear end of a 
jackass.*' He had little better to 
say about any member of the 
Republican or Democratic par- 
ties. 

Speaking from the flag-be- 
decked platform of a truck, the 
tall Texan from Dallas told 
about 200 picnickers at a rally in 
Indian River Park that “Nixon is 
a warmed over Quaker and 
Humphrey is a warmed-over So- 
cialist.” 


Walker. 58, resigned from the 
Army when he lost command of 
the 24th Infantry Division in Ger- 
many in 1961. There were 
charges that he pressed John 
Birch Society and other right 
wing propaganda on his troops 
and called U.S. political leaders 
“definitely pink.” 

“If there’s ever been a time 
when we needed a man of God in 
Washington,” Walker declared, 
“it is now.” 

He said that man was the ban- 
tam Alabamian now running for 
i president on the American Party 
I ticket. 
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Geor^eC3 ; aIlacc thinks of the 
UniT^Nations/* Walker contin- 
ued. “He said when I'm presi- 
dent I’ll reverse the policy on 
South Africa/' 

Dressed in a conservative blue 
suit and tic, Walker fanned his 
face with his notes, and talked 
about the civil rights and peacen- 
ik demonstrators. 

•'Wallace didn't say I'll drive 
a round them when they lie 
down.” he continued. "Wallace 
said they’ll never lie down in 
front of another car” 

The spectators, some sprawled 
on quilts and blankets and other 
sitting in hardbacked chairs, ap- 
plauded enthusiasically. 

The general talked about a 
"sellout to the Communists” by 
the Republican and Democrats 
parties. 

He said former President Ei- 
senhower sold the country out in 
Korea. "Gen. Omar Bradley 
gave administration policy when 
he said we were fighting the 
wrong war at the wrong time 
and at the wrong place,” Walker 
declared. 

He said the late President Ken- 
nedy was responsible for paying 
$67 million to buy Cuban prison- 
ers back and aborting the inva- 
sion of Cuba by patriots. 

"What I'm telling you is that 
rltfsat and defeat in Vietnam is 
a victotyjor the revolutionists in 


the United States,” he said^__ 

He defined the revolutionaries 
as President Johnson and "Ful- 
bright, Morse, and McCarthy.” 

"Lyndon Baines Johnson is the 
rear end of a jackass.” he said. 
Arkansas Sen. William Fulbright 
he categorized as the "ratpack 
leader of the Ratpack party of 
America." 

Walter Reuther was described 
as "an imposter aiding in the in- 
ternational conspiracy.” 

Walker concluded by urging 
the spectators to vote for the 
candidate of their choice. But he 
said Wallace was a candidate 
telling the truth "right from the 
center.” 

He said he was proud that Wal- 
lace came from a state whose 
motto is "We dare to defend our 
rights.” 

Walker was introduced by the 
Rev. John R. Carraway, host and 
director of the "I Am An Ameri- 
can" radio program, who later 
urged members of the audience 
to pass paper boxes to pay for 
Walker’s visit. 

Walker was the guest speaker 
Monday evening at a political 
rally sponsored by Roanoke 
Valley backers of George Wal- 
lace for president. 

The West Point graduate was 
supposedly shot at in 1963 by Lee 
Harvey Oswald, the alleged as- 
sassin of President Ke-nfisiy—^ 



